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You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 

To  Take  Advantage  Of  This 

Golden  Opportunity. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 

You  can  still  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
interest  rate,  protect  your- 
self from  rate  increases  and 
lower  your  monthly  note 
as  much  as  50%.  Or,  leave 
your  repayment  terms 
intact,  pay  your  loan  off 
early  and  pocket  the  inter- 
est savings.  With  no  closing  fees, 
credit  checks  or  income  verification 
required,  all  you  need  to  qualify  for 
ESF's  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  is 
one  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
USM  Alumni,  ESF  offers  money- 
saving  borrower  benefits  to  those 
who  qualify: 

•  a  1.25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  36  consecu- 
tive on-time  payments; 

•  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  having  your 
monthly  loan  payment 
automatically    deducted 

from  a  bank  account.  You  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033.  To  learn  more 
about  the  advantages  of  consolidat- 
ing through  ESF,  or  to  apply,  visit  us  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 


-and-Paying-for-College 
Company  ■ 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


2003-2006  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  'Benefits  available  to  alumni  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  have  an  outstanding  combined  student  loan  debt  of  $10,000  or  more. 
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HISTORY-MAKING  MAYOR 

In  November  2006,  when  voters  of  the  southwest  Mississippi  city  of 
McComb  helped  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Zach  Patterson  74  defeat 
incumbent  Tom  Walman  Patterson  became  the  first  African-American 
ever  elected  to  the  position. 

TENA  CLARK:  SONGWRITER  FOR  THE  STARS 

The  "ah-ha"  moment  for  Southern  Miss  alumna  Tena  Clark  '76  came 
at  a  red  light  in  Pasadena,  Calif.  A  familiar  sound  resonated  from  the 
convertible  that  pulled  up  next  to  her  vehicle.  The  sweet  voice  was 
Dionne  Warwick's.  The  tune  was  even  more  familiar;  Clark  herself 
had  penned  it. 

BACK  TO  SCHOOL 

The  University's  operations  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  have  taken 
a  giant  step  forward  in  its  post-Hurricane  Katrina  development  by 
hosting  a  limited  number  of  classes  on  its  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long 
Beach  this  spring. 

ALUMNUS'  STOCK  AT  AN  ALL-TIME  HIGH 

In  light  of  his  position  as  NASDAQ's  executive  vice  president  of  the 
Corporate  Client  Group,  one  might  suspect  that  Bruce  Aust's  academic 
career  at  Southern  Miss  was  all  business. 

THE  BEST  AND  BRIGHTEST 

For  more  than  30  years,  some  of  the  top  high  school  students  from 
across  the  country  have  been  attracted  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  to  become  part  of  a  distinguished  group-members  of  the 
Honors  College.  This  year  is  no  different. 


FRONT  COVER:      Tena  Clark  76.  the  founder  and  CEO  /  Chief  Creative  Officer  of  DM1  Ml  s 

Solutions,  lias  written  songs  for  some  of  musics  biggest  names.  A  tribute  to  Clark  and  her 

music,  "United  in  Song,"  featuring  Dionne  Warwick.  Patti  LaBelle  and  others,  wi 

at  Reed  Green  Coliseum  in  May. 

Photo  is1  2007  Ryan  Miller  /  Capture  Imaging 
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Laying  a  Rock  Solid  Foundation  for 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

•BRICK  BY  BRICK- 


Today  you  have  a  great  opportunity  to  honor  the 
University  and  Powell  Ogletree  by  investing  in  a 
brick  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the  Phalen 
Courtyard  of  the  Ogletree  House. 

The  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  a  $3  million  effort  to 
restore  and  expand  a  Southern  Miss  landmark,  is  vital 
to  the  success  of  our  Alumni  Association.  Please  take 
this  opportunity  to  document  your  time  at  Southern 
Miss  or  honor  a  family  member  or  new  graduate. 

Pavers  are  available  in  $250  (4"  x  8")  and  $500  (8" 
x  8")  options.  For  more  information  visit  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  section  of  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
or  call  601.266.5013. 


HOME 


With  this  being  the  first  edition  of  The  Talon  of  the  new  calendar  year,  I  felt  it  appropriate  to  outline  a  few  of  the  top  prion- 
ties  for  our  Alumni  Association  in  2007.  While  2006  was  positive-we  reinitiated  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  following 
the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  successfully  launched  the  Constituent  Society  program  and  made  a  positive  impact  on 
the  national  search  for  the  University's  next  president,  to  name  a  few  items-our  dedicated  volunteers  and  staff  enter  2007 
with  a  renewed  vigor  and  increased  enthusiasm  for  working  toward  the  goals  outlined  by  our  Board  of  Directors.  The  Board 
has  set  an  aggressive  path  to  success  for  the  Association,  and  the  most  recent  update  of  our  Strategic  Overview  now  takes  us 
into  the  next  decade  as  the  University  prepares  to  celebrate  the  centennial  anniversary  of  its  founding  in  2010. 

In  2007,  the  Alumni  Association  is  in  an  important  period  with  several  open  initiatives  directly  related  to  the 
accomplishment  of  our  Strategic  Overview.  Although  the  items  included  below  do  not  report  the  full  scope  of  the 
Associations  programs  and  initiatives,  they  do  represent  our  top  priorities  for  this  year. 

First  and  foremost,  we  are  looking  forward  to  the  successful  completion  of  the  $3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign.  Our 
campaign  co-chairs  Lou  Ann  Poynter  and  Aubrey  Lucas  share  my  gratitude  for  the  financial  suppon  of  the  project,  which  has 
pushed  us  to  the  $2  million  mark  in  contributions  and  commitments.  The  tremendous  generosity  of  our  alumni  and  friends, 
in  many  cases  at  the  same  time  they  continue  to  recover  from  Hurricane  Katrina,  allowed  the  forward  progress  of  the  campaign 
to  continue  throughout  2006.  That  generosity  will  be  called  on  again  in  2007  to  help  successfully  complete  the  campaign. 

The  continuation  of  our  effective  involvement  in  the  University's  presidential  search  is  also  of  the  utmost  importance.  In 
2006,  our  Presidential  Transition  Team,  led  by  co-chairs  Phil  Bryant  and  Rex  Kelly,  helped  to  create  a  Preferred  Presidential 
Profile,  based  on  information  gathered  during  interviews  of  representatives  of  15  University  constituent  groups.  The 
Associations  Board  of  Directors  also  announced  in  a  formal  statement  its  support  of  the  Board  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning's  process  for  selecting  the  next  president.  Furthermore,  in  the  Fall  2006  edition  of  The  Talon,  the  Association  reported 
the  results  of  a  Presidential  Transition  Survey  delivered  to  all  alumni-of-record  in  the  Fall  edition  of  Southern  Miss  Connections. 
In  2007,  our  Presidential  Transition  Team  will  continue  to  assist  the  IHL  Board  when  appropriate  as  the  Board  continues  its 
process  of  selecting  the  next  president  in  April.  Please  note  that  extensive  sections  at  SouthemMissAlumni.com  have  been 
dedicated  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  as  well  as  the  search  for  the  next  president  of  the  University. 

Third,  our  affinity  partnerships  are  a  key  aspect  of  our  operations,  as  they  not  only  provide  outstanding  oppor- 
tunities and  benefits  to  our  alumni  but  they  also  generate  a  significant  revenue  stream  for  the  Association.  We 
have  partnerships  in  the  areas  of  insurance,  credit  cards,  student  loan  consolidation  programs,  international  travel, 
official  rings,  dial-up  Internet  service,  diploma  frames,  air  ambulance  services  and  even  a  private  label  wine.  We 
must  continue  to  develop  and  refine  these  offerings  and  doing  so  will  be  a  priority  in  2007. 

Fourth,  we  will  continue  the  development  of  the  Southern  Miss  100  to  ensure  that  the  program  is  fully  functional,  complete 
with  a  support  system  before  the  end  of  our  fiscal  year  in  June.  This  influential,  state-wide  network  of  alumni  and  friends  will 
serve  as  ambassadors  and  advocates  for  Southern  Miss  and  is  a  key  to  the  future  development  of  the  University 

Fifth,  the  Association,  along  with  the  University  Administration  and  Department  of  Marketing  and  Public 
Relations,  will  take  a  leading  role  in  the  planning  and  execution  of  the  centennial  celebration  of  2010.  Although 
the  milestone  is  more  than  three  years  away,  the  University  is  already  in  the  process  of  hiring  an  individual  to  lead 
the  effort  showcasing  the  institution's  history,  traditions  and  successes  in  association  with  the  centennial. 

As  I  stated  earlier,  while  these  items  represent  some  of  the  Association's  top  priorities  for  2007,  they  certainly  in 
no  way  indicate  the  entire  focus  of  our  efforts.  As  a  member  of  the  Association,  know  that  not  only  can  you  expect 
the  same  high-quality  events,  programs  and  publications,  but  that  staff  and  outstanding  volunteers  will  continue 
to  work  diligently  to  improve  our  operations  across  the  board.  As  always,  we  will  continue  to  strive  not  only  to 
expand  our  membership  base  but  to  exceed  the  expectations  of  our  current  members. 

Thank  you  for  being  a  part  of  the  Alumni  Association  in  2007  as  we  continue  to  lake  . . . 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Robert  D.  Pierce.  II 
Executive  Director 
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Army  ROTC  Inducts  Two  Into  Hall  of  Fame 


Luckyday  Scholars  Program  Receives 
National  Recognition  — 


Lt.  Col.  (Ret.)  Eddie  Kauchick  '52,  third  from  left,  and  Col.  Ken  Rigby  '75,  fourth  from  left,  have 
been  inducted  into  the  Army  ROTC  Hall  of  Fame.  Pictured  are  Senior  Military  Instructor  Master 
Sgt.  Keith  Russell,  Andree  Kauchick,  Kauchick,  Rigby,  Deborah  Rigby  75  and  Lt.  Col.  Charles  Mitch- 
ell, professor  of  military  science. 

■  Lt.  Col.  (Ret.)  Eddie  Kauchick  '52  and  Col.  Ken  Rigby  75  were  inducted  into  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Army  ROTC  Hall  of  Fame  in  November  as  part  of 
the  Golden  Eagle  Battalion  Military  Ball  at  Lake  Serene  Clubhouse  in  Hattiesburg. 

Lt.  Col.  Kauchick  served  in  the  Navy  during  World  War  II  for  27  months 
with  the  Armed  Guard  on  Merchant  Marine  ships. 

His  decorations  include  the  Bronze  Star  Medal,  the  Air  Medal  for  service  in  1967 
and  the  Mentorious  Service  Medal  in  1969.  He  is  rated  as  Master  Army  Aviator. 

Lt.  Col.  Kauchick  has  been  involved  in  volunteer  service  to  Southern  Miss 
since  his  retirement.  He  has  been  honored  with  both  the  Outstanding  Service 
Award  and  the  Continuous  Outstanding  Service  Award  from  the  Alumni 
Association.  He  was  inducted  into  the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  in  1986  and  into 
the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1991. 

Col.  Rigby  whose  most  recent  active  duty  was  as  Commander,  168th 
Engineer  Group  during  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom,  has  earned  numerous 
decorations  and  badges,  including  the  Bronze  Star  Medal,  the  Meritorious 
Service  Medal  2nd  Award,  the  Army  Commendation  Medal  3rd  Award,  the 
Army  Reserve  Components  Achievement  Medal  6th  Award  and  the  National 
Defense  Service  Medal  2nd  Award. 


■  A  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  scholarship  pro- 
gram that  recognizes  students  with  leadership  potential 
has  earned  national  recognition. 

The  Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholars  Program  at  Southern 
Miss  has  won  a  Silver  Award  in  the  2006  NASPA  (National 
Association  of  Student  Personnel  Administrators) 
Excellence  Awards  Program.  NASPA  is  nationally  the 
premier  professional  organization  in  student  affairs.  The 
award  signifies  the  second  most  outstanding  program  in 
the  nation  in  this  years  competition. 

Southern  Miss  won  the  silver  award  for  the  Enrollment 
Management,  Orientation,  Parents,  First-Year,  Other- Year 
category. 

"We  are  proud  that  our  Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholars 
Program  has  been  recognized  by  the  NASPA  with  the  Silver 
Award  for  having  one  of  the  best  programs  in  the  country," 
said  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  Southern  Miss  vice  president  for  Student 
Affairs.  "We're  thankful  to  Larry  Sparkman  and  his  staff, 
our  dedicated  students  and  most  importantly  the  Luckyday 
Foundation  for  making  this  exemplary  program  a  reality." 

The  Luckyday  Foundation  was  created  by  the  late  Frank 
Rogers  Day  of  Jackson.  It  awards  high  school  seniors,  who 
are  exemplary  students  committed  to  community  service, 
with  $10,000  over  four  academic  years  along  with  oppor- 
tunities to  apply  for  a  $4,000  study-abroad  scholarship. 

The  Luckyday  Foundation  announced  Aug.  2,  2002,  that 
it  would  fund  a  record  number  of  400  scholarships  annually 
at  Southern  Miss.  The  gift  will  provide  more  than  $1,000,000 
annually  to  Southern  Miss,  the  largest  gift  in  school  history. 

Southern  Miss  Luckyday  Scholarship  recipients  are  required  to 
maintain  a  3.0  grade  point  average,  be  a  Mississippi  resident,  and 
be  involved  in  community  service  or  service  learning  projects. 
Leadership  development  training  and  leadership  or  organization 
service  opportunities  are  also  available  to  Luckyday  Scholars. 


Mother  and  Daughter  Make  Nursing  Profession  a  Family  Affair 
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Mother  and  daughter  Dianne  Harris  and  Karee  Jimerson 
are  working  toward  a  career  in  the  nursing  profession. 


■  Dianne  Harris  and 
Karee  Jimerson  have 
more  in  common  than 
genetics.  The  mother 
and  daughter  duo  also 
share  similar  employ- 
ment, college  classes 
and  the  goal  of  one 
day  advancing  their 
education  within  the 
nursing  profession. 

Harris,   who  works 
in  the  medical  inten- 


sive care  unit,  and  her  daughter,  Jimerson,  who  works  in  the  surgical 
intensive  care  unit,  are  both  registered  nurses  working  at  the  Ocean 
Springs  Hospital.  The  women,  along  with  other  nurses  employed 
by  the  Singing  River  Hospital  System,  are  working  to  complete  their 


prerequisites  in  a  joint  effort  created  by  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and  the  hospital  system. 

This  partnership  was  developed  to  offer  on-site  prerequisite  cours- 
es in  a  flexible  format  that  is  convenient  for  working  nurses.  Classes 
are  taught  at  Singing  River  Hospital  and  Ocean  Springs  Hospital. 

Before  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the  Gulf  Coast,  Harris  and 
Jimerson  had  discussed  completing  their  prerequisites  with 
Southern  Miss  in  order  to  continue  the  RN-BSN  program.  However, 
after  the  storm  damaged  their  homes  and  altered  their  lives,  all  col- 
legiate plans  were  put  on  hold.  One  year  following  the  hurricane, 
Jimerson  approached  her  mother  with  the  idea  of  finishing  their 
classes  in  order  to  accomplish  their  goals. 

When  Harris  and  Jimerson  complete  their  prerequisites  with  the 
University  this  summer,  they  will  both  be  entering  the  RN-BSN 
program.  After  both  women  receive  their  bachelor's  degrees,  they 
do  not  plan  on  stopping  there.  Mother  and  daughter  expect  to  con- 
tinue their  education  by  obtaining  a  master's  degree. 
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Dr.  Elliott  Pood,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  Dies 

■  Dr.  Elliott  A.  Pood,  dean  of  College  of 
Arts  and  Letters,  died  January  17,  2007. 
He  was  56. 

"I'm  deeply  saddened  at  the  passing 
of  our  friend  and  colleague  Dr.  Pood," 
said  Southern  Miss  President  Shelby 
Thames.  "Southern  Miss  is  a  better 
place  because  of  his  contributions.  Our 
thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  his  family 
during  this  difficult  time." 

Dr.  Pood  was  chosen  as  dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters  in  June  of 
2003.  He  came  to  Southern  Miss  from 
the  University  of  North  Alabama,  where 
he  served  as  dean  of  UNAs  College  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  At  Southern  Miss,  Dr.  Pood 
helped  develop  a  variety  of  new  projects 
and  programs  for  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters,  including  establishment  of  the 
Center  for  War  and  Society;  the  Center 
for  Human  Rights  and  Civil  Liberties; 
Juris  Sodalitas,  an  Alumni  Association 
constituent  society  composed  of  success- 
ful attorneys  who  obtained  their  under- 
graduate education  from  Southern  Miss; 
and  creation  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters  Advisory  Board. 

He  also  served  on  the  University's 
presidential  search  advisory  commit- 
tee. Dr.  Denise  von  Herrmann,  who 
has  been  appointed  interim  dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  will  also  fill 
his  role  on  the  search  committee. 

"Dr.  Pood's  energy  and  drive  moved 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  forward 
in  the  years  following  his  selection  as 
dean,"  said  Dr.  David  R.  Davies,  associ- 
ate dean  for  the  college.  "He  was  a  very 


Education  and  Psychology  Dean 
Steps  Down 


Dr.  Elliott  Pood  helped  develop  a  variety  of  new 
projects  and  programs  for  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters,  including  Juris  Sodalitas,  an  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation constituent  society  composed  of  successful 
attorneys  who  obtained  their  undergraduate  edu- 
cation from  Southern  Miss. 

effective  leader  and  advocate  for  our 
college,  and  we  will  miss  him." 

Dr.  Pood  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Bonnie  W.  Pood,  and  three  children, 
Kenneth,  Lindsey  and  Elise. 

Memorials  can  be  made  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Elliott  and  Bonnie  Pood  Scholarship 
Endowment  through  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation. 
The  fund  will  provide  scholarships  for 
outstanding  undergraduate  students  in 
speech  communication. 


Jazz  musicians  perform  Dixieland  jazz  in  a  second  line  recessional  following  a  campus  remembrance  cer- 
emony for  the  late  Dr.  Elliott  Pood. 


■  Dr.  Willie  Pierce  has  stepped 
down  as  dean  of  the  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology,  and 
returned  full-time  to  academic 
responsibilities  as  of  Feb.  1.  Dr. 
Wanda  Maulding  has  been  appoint- 
ed interim  dean  of  the  college. 

Pierce  came  to  Southern  Miss  in 
1975  as  an  assistant  professor.  He 
Dr.  Willie  Pierce  has  served  as  dean  of  the  College 

of  Education  and  Psychology  since  2003.  During  his 
tenure  as  dean,  the  College  successfully  completed 
the  accreditation  process  by  the  National  Council 
for  Accreditation  of  Teacher  Education,  the  teaching 
profession's  organization  to  help  establish  high  quality 
teacher,  specialist  and  administrator  preparation. 

"We  thank  Dr.  Pierce  for  his  service  to  the 
University  as  dean  of  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology,"  said  Southern  Miss  Provost  Dr.  Jay 
Grimes.  "He  is  an  excellent  classroom  teacher,  and 
we  look  forward  to  his  continued  dedication  to  the 
education  of  Southern  Miss  students." 

Most  recently,  Maulding  served  as  associate 
dean  for  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 
Maulding  is  an  associate  professor  and  has  also 
served  as  chair  of  the  Colleges  Department  of 
Educational  Leadership  and  Research. 

40th  Annual  Children's  Book  Festival 
Set  for  March  28-30 

One  of  the  country's  most  popu- 
lar children's  literature  expositions 
will  celebrate  its  40th  anniversary 
when  Southern  Miss  hosts  the  Fay 
B.  Kaigler  Children's  Book  Festival 
March  28-30.  The  event,  which  will 
include  a  variety  of  author  and  illus- 
trator presentations  and  seminars. 
Eve  Bunting  will  be  held  at  the  Thud  Cochran 

Center  on  the  University's  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Beginning  m  1967,  festival  organizers  began  the  annu- 
al tradition  of  awarding  The  University  oi  Southern 
Mississippi  Medallion  to  an  outstanding  contributor  to 
children's  literature,  and  tins  year's  recipient  is  Eve  Bunting. 
Bunting  is  the  author  of  more  than  100  books  for  children 
in  almost  every  genre,  from  picture  books  to  nonfiction. 

The  festival  was  begun  as  a  way  to  showcase 
the  University's  renowned  de  Grummond  Children's 
Literature  Collection,  considered  a  leading  researx  i 
center  in  the  field  of  children's  literature.  Founded 
in  1966  by  Dr.  Lena  Y.  de  Grummond.  the  collection 
was  established  to  preserve  the  primary  literature  of 
children  and  young  adults  and  serve  as  a  valuable 
resource  for  researchers  of  children's  literature. 
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Teacher  Education  Program  Rated  in  Top  10 

■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  pro- 
gram in  teacher  education  is  rated  in  the  top  10 
in  America,  according  to  an  index  measuring 
the  scholarly-  output  of  faculty  members  at  col- 
leges and  universities  across  the  nation. 

Academic  Analytics'  findings  were  the 
subject  of  an  article  in  the  Jan.  12  edition 
of  The  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education. 
According  to  the  article,  the  most  recent 
index  examines  the  productivity  of  177,816 
faculty  members  in  7,294  programs  at  354 
institutions.  The  Chronicle  published  data  on 
the  top  10  in  104  disciplines. 


Southern  Miss  was  rated  10th  in  the 
Teacher  Education  and  Professional 
Development  category  for  faculty  in  its 
Department  of  Curriculum,  Instruction  and 
Special  Education.  The  indicators  included 
publications,  citations,  number  of  grant 
awards  and  total  dollars  of  grant  awards. 

Academic  Analytics  was  founded  by  Dr. 
Lawrence  B.  Martin,  dean  of  graduate  studies  at 
State  University  of  New  York  at  Stony  Brook.  His 
is  one  of  several  indices  that  measure  programs  at 
colleges  and  universities,  such  as  those  produced 
by  the  National  Research  Council  (NRC)  and 


U.S.  News  &  World  Report  (USNWR). 

In  comparison  to  the  NRC  and  USNWR 
indices,  which  include  peer  reviews  that  rate 
faculty  quality  and  effectiveness  of  programs, 
Academic  Analytics'  rankings  are  based 
strictly  on  quantitative  data. 

The  2005  index  includes  overall 
institutional  rankings  on  166  large  research 
universities,  categorized  as  having  15  or 
more  doctoral  programs,  and  61  smaller 
research  universities  offering  between  one 
and  14  doctoral  programs.  The  index  was 
first  published  last  year  based  on  2004  data. 


Former  Director  of  Admissions  Dies 


Wayne  Pyle 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  lost  one  of 
its  longest-serving  family  members.  Former  Director  of 
Admissions  Wayne  Pyle  died  Aug.  21,  2006. 

Pyle,  a  native  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  joined  the  Southern 
Miss  staff  as  a  researcher  with  the  University's  Mississippi 
Oral  History  program  in  1979. 

Pyle  went  to  work  with  the  Southern  Miss  Office  of 
Admissions   as   assistant   director   in    1982.    He   became 


director  of  admissions  in  1988  and,  after  retiring  from  the 
University  in  2003,  he  returned  to  Southern  Miss  to  work 
part-time. 

He  is  survived  by  his  father  and  four  sisters. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  Southern  Miss  Athletic 
Foundation,  Post  Office  Box  15458,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39404;  or  to  French  Camp  Academy  Scholarship  Fund, 
One  Fine  Place,  French  Camp,  MS  39745. 


Students  Perform  Community  Service  on  King  Holiday 

i  Kenya  Adams  doesn't  mind  getting  her  hands  a  little  dirty,  even 
on  a  day  off  from  school,  for  a  good  cause. 

On  annual  celebration  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day,  Adams,  a  sopho- 
more from  Greenwood,  along  with  other  Southern  Miss  students,  con- 
verged on  the  Oseola  McCarty  Youth  Development  Center  in  Hattiesburg 
for  a  community  service  project  in  commemoration  of  the  holiday  and  in 
honor  of  McCarty,  a  retired  washerwoman  and  arguably  the  University's 
most  famous  benefactor. 

In  1995  McCarty  gave  the  bulk  of  her  life  savings,  $150,000,  to 
the  University  to  be  used  for  scholarships.  Her  generosity  earned 
her  accolades  worldwide. 

Although  the  University  was  closed  for  the  holiday,  Adams  and 
fellow  students  that  participated  saw  an  opportunity  to  celebrate 
King's  legacy  by  improving  their  community. 

"I  love  volunteering,"  said  Adams  as  she  pushed  her  hands  into 
the  rich  soil  of  a  flower  bed  on  the  grounds  outside  the  center, 
making  a  hole  to  plant  a  flowering  shrub.  "I'm  happy  to  help  these 
children  have  a  nice  environment,  a  nice  place  to  go  where  they  can 
feel  safe  and  keep  them  off  the  streets.  It  just  touches  my  heart. 

Students  formed  multiple  teams  to  take  on  different  projects  at  the 
center,  including  painting  interior  and  exterior  surfaces,  replanting  and 
weeding  gardens  and  flower  beds,  repairing  a  basketball  goal  and  replac- 
ing a  fence  that  was  blown  over  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  among  others. 
Home  Depot,  Ace  Hardware,  United  Fence  and  Wal-Mart  donated  mate- 
rial for  the  project. 

About  75  Southern  Miss  students  turned  out  for  the  project,  said 
Nichol  Armstrong,  coordinator  with  the  Southern  Miss  Office  of 
Community  Service  Learning. 


Kenya  Adams,  a  sophomore  from 
Greenwood,  works  in  a  flower  bed 
outside  of  the  Oseola  McCarty 
Youth  Development  Center. 


Southern  Miss  junior 
LaToya  Weathersby  of 
Jackson,  left,  and  fel- 
low student  Marsena 
Rankins,  a  senior  from 
Jackson,  paint  the 
exterior  of  the  Oseola 
McCarty  Youth  Devel- 
opment Center. 
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Regional  Commission  Reaffirms  University's 
Accreditation 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  received  a  10-year  reaf- 
firmation from  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS). 

SACS  is  the  recognized  regional  accrediting  bod)1  in  the  1 1  U.S.  south- 
ern states  (Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas  and  Virginia)  and  in 
Latin  America  for  those  institutions  of  higher  education  that  award  asso- 
ciate, baccalaureate,  master's  or  doctoral  degrees. 

"The  outstanding  faculty  and  staff  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  are  committed  to  academic  excellence  for  our  students. 
Through  the  normal  reaccreditation  process,  SACS  moved  swiftly  to  reaf- 
firm that,"  said  President  Dr.  Shelby  Thames. 

"We  celebrate  and  recognize  the  efforts  of  our  faculty  and  staff  who 
worked  hard  over  the  past  year  to  assure  this  reaffirmation  of  our  long- 
standing tradition  of  academic  distinction." 

The  reaffirmation  process  has  been  spearheaded  by  Dr.  Joan  Exline.  Exline 
works  with  faculty  and  staff  to  monitor  and  address  strategic  planning  and 
assessment  issues.  Three  teams,  including  a  Leadership  Team,  a  Compliance 
Team  and  a  Quality  Enhancement  Plan  (QEP)  team,  work  continuously  on 
various  components  on  SACS  documentation  and  requirements. 

The  SACS  reaffirmation  process  involves  demonstrating  compliance 
with  the  Commission  on  Colleges'  core  requirements  and  comprehen- 
sive standards  and  developing  a  QEP  that  focuses  on  enhancing  student 
learning  outcomes. 

Exline  notes  that  a  significant  element  of  the  reaffirmation  pro- 
cess is  the  QEP,  fashioned  by  faculty,  which  focuses  on  writing  and 
speaking  skills  for  students.  Titled  "Finding  a  Voice:  Improving  Oral 
and  Written  Competencies,"  this  initiative  will  span  multiple  years  and 
address  academic  concerns  and  employer  preferences  for  stronger  writing 
and  speaking  competencies  of  Southern  Miss  graduates. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  in  Mississippi 
recently  recognized  this  initiative  by  awarding  Southern  Miss  a  first  place 
in  the  academics  category  in  its  recent  Best  Practices  Competition. 


Lucas  Administration  Building  Undergoes 
Exterior  Repairs 


Interior  design  students  Ashley  Sumrall  of  Clinton,  Andrew  Butler  of  Baldwyn,  Audrey 
Hughes  of  Gulfport,  Jai  McDonnieal  of  Leland,  Gina  Applewhite  of  Gautier  and  Byron  Mc- 
Gloster  of  Port  Gibson  look  at  plans  for  the  Habitat  for  Humanity  house  they  are  building 
in  Hattiesburg. 


Roofers  have  been  busy  installing  new  copper  sheets  to  the  dome  atop  the  Aubrey 
K.  Lucas  Administration  Building.  The  new  copper  is  part  of  the  repairs  being  made 
on  the  University's  landmark  building,  due  to  damage  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

■  Arguably  the  most  recognizable  structure  on  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi's  Hattiesburg  campus,  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building  is  undergoing  exterior  repairs  for  damage 
caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  including  replacement  of  the  original 
copper  cladding. 

Repairs  to  the  building's  recognizable  dome,  which  began  earlier 
this  month,  are  expected  to  be  completed  in  February  at  a  cost  of 
about  $300,000. 

The  company  engaged  in  the  project  is  American  Building 
Contractors  of  Minnesota,  the  same  contractor  that  has  replaced 
storm-damaged  clay  tile  roofs  on  other  campus  buildings,  said  Rust}' 
Postlewate,  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Physical  Plant. 

The  copper  cladding  on  the  dome  portion  of  the  building  was  pulled 
loose  from  the  fasteners,  making  it  susceptible  to  leaking,  Postelwate 
said.  The  entire  roof  is  being  replaced,  including  flat  portions  along 
with  replacement  of  some  trim  work  that  was  lost  in  the  storm. 

Postlewate  said  the  new  copper  dome  roof  will  start  out  having  a 
shiny  copper  color,  and  then  in  a  couple  of  months  will  turn  a  dull, 
darker  color  as  it  ages.  The  green  color  that  comes  naturally  with  the 
oxidation  of  copper,  known  as  patina,  will  take  a  number  ol  years  to 
achieve,  he  said. 

The  administration  building  was  in  the  original  design  of  the 
campus  proposed  by  prominent  architect  R.H.  Hunt  of  Chattai 
Term.,  in  1910.  Construction  of  the  building  began  in  1929  by  Oden 
and  Glenn  Contractors  of  Hattiesburg  at  a  cost  of  SHI .000  and  was 
completed  in  time  for  occupancy  during  the  University's  1930  sum- 
mer session. 

The  building  underwent  minor  repairs  in  1962  and  then  in  1995 
was  completely  renovated  to  include  a  new  electrical  system,  an 
elevator,  and  central  heating  and  air  conditioning.  In  April  of  1996, 
in  honor  of  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  21  years  of  service  to  Southern  Miss 
as  its  president,  the  State  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  \  oted  to  name  the  structure  for  him.  In  April  of  1999,  the 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  was  formally  dedicated. 


W1NTE 


CALENDAR 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  a  usm. 
edu,  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise 
noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  Golden  Eagle  baseball  and  Lady  Eagle  Softball  home  schedules,  see  Pages  38  and  39. 


10 


8  -  Museum  of  Art  presents   Sprawl:  A 

March  9  Collaborative  Exhibition  by  Aaron  Wilson 
and  Tim  Dooley  and  Native  Perspectives 
on  the  Trail:  A  Contemporary  American 
Indian  Art  Portfolio  •  Free  admission  • 
10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

25.  Theatre  presents  Light  up  the  Sky  • 

March  4     Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  •  2  p.m. 

28,  Theatre  presents  Light  up  the  Sky  • 

March  1-3  Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  •  7:30  p.m. 

28  Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  UAB  • 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  •  8  p.m. 


"Fore  the  Children"  Benefit  Golf 
Tournament  •  Shadow  Ridge  Golf 
Club  •  1  p.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Basketball  vs.  Marshall 

•  Reed  Green  Coliseum  •  4  p.m. 

Symphony  Orchestra 
presents  Divine 
Indulgences  • 

Bennett   Auditorium 

•  7:30  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  North  Florida 
Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 


20 


22 


23-25 


28 


29 


29-31 


30 


Golden  Eagle  Tennis  vs. 
Indiana  State  •  Hattiesburg 
Racquet  Club  •  3  p.m. 


mumM. 


Golden  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  North  Florida 

•  Hattiesburg  Racquet  Club  • 
1  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Texas 
Southern    •   Tatum  Park   •    11 
a.m. 

Golden  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Florida  A&M 

•  Hattiesburg  Racquet  Club  •  1  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Southwestern 
College  •  Tatum  Park  •  2  p.m. 

Wind  Ensemble  Concerto  Concert  • 
Bennett  Auditorium  •  7:30  p.m 

Lady  Eagle  Tennis  Classic  •   Bayou 
Bluff  in  Gulfport 

Golden    Eagle    Tennis    vs.    Troy    • 
Hattiesburg  Racquet  Club  •  Noon 

Golden  Eagle  Tennis  vs.  Southeastern 
Louisiana  •  Hattiesburg  Racquet  Club 

•  2  p.m. 

Official  Ring  Ceremony  •  6:30  p.m. 

•  Contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601  266.5013  for  more  details. 

Spring    Dance   Concert    •    Mannoni 
Performing  Arts  Center  •  7:30  p.m. 

Founders'  Day  Celebration  •  Lucas 
Administration  Building  North  Lawn 

•  2  p.m. 


31  Lady    Eagle    Tennis    vs.    Louisiana 

Monroe  •  Tatum  Park  •  1  p.m. 

Symphony  Orchestra  presents  Charley 
Pride  •  Saenger  Theater  •  7:30  p.m. 


1  Spring   Dance   Concert    •    Mannoni 

Performing  Arts  Center  •  2  p.m. 

2-21  Department  of  Art  and  Design  Annual 
Student  Show  •  Museum  of  Art  •  10 
a.m.  -  5  p.m.  •  Free  admission 

3,  5,  13  Directing  Studio  Project  presents 
Blood  Wedding  •  Gilbert  F.  Hartwig 
Theatre  •  7:30  p.m. 

10  Saxophone  Quartets  Concert  •  Marsh 

Auditorium  •  6  p.m.  •   Free  admis- 
sion 

12,  14  Southern  Miss  Opera,  Musical  Theatre 
and  Symphony  Orchestra  present 
Carmen  •  Mannoni  Performing  Arts 
Center  •  7:30  p.m. 

13-15  EagleFest  Weekend  •  Baseball  vs. 
Tulane  -  Friday,  6:30  p.m.,  Saturday, 
4  p.m.  and  Sunday,  1  p.m.;  Softball 
vs.  UTEP  -  Saturday  doubleheader, 
Sunday  single  game;  Spring  Football 
Game  -  Saturday  afternoon 


Founders'  Day  Activities  Scheduled 

The  University  will  recognize  the 
97th  anniversary  of  its  founding 
Friday,  March  30,  2007,  with  a  vari- 
ety of  Founders'  Day  festivities. 

Preceding  the  anniversa- 
ry on  Friday,  the  Official  Ring 
Ceremony  will  be  held  Thursday 
evening,  March  29,  when  select 
students  and  alumni  will  receive 
their  Official  Rings. 

On  March  30  at  2  p.m.,  a 
celebration  will  be  held  on  the 
north  lawn  of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building.  Newly 
elected  Student  Government 
Association  officials  will  be  inaugu- 
rated, students  will  be  honored  as 
part  of  University  Awards  Day  cer- 
emonies, and  alumni  and  friends 
are  encouraged  to  attend  and  to 
enjoy  an  assortment  of  refresh- 
ments following  the  ceremony. 

Additional  details  are  available 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


Problem 
Solved. 


Printing  today  means  more  than  just  putting  ink  on  paper. 
You  have  to  be  fast,  smart,  and  scalable  in  order  to  meet  the 
needs  of  an  ever-changing  marketplace.  Whether  you  need 
1  or  1  million  pieces,  Hederman  Brothers  provides  design, 
direct  mail,  variable  data,  digital  &  offset  printing  solutions 
that  match  your  marketing  needs. 

Hederman  Brothers  &  Hederman  Direct 
Design,  Printing,  Direct  Mail  &  Fulfillment  Services 

HEDERMAN    BROTHERS 

Over  A  Century  in  Print 


Call  for  more  information      or  visit  us  online  at 

_  _  _  www.hederman.com  or 

OU  I  .OJJ./jUU  www.hedermandirect.com 
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Ogletree  House  Campaign  Nears 
$2  Million  Mark 


Bolstered  by  hundreds  of  brick  orders,  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  is  approaching  the  $2  million 
mark  in  contributions  and  commitments. 

Alumni  and  friends  of  Southern  Miss  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  honor  the  University  and 
longtime  alumni  director  Powell  Ogletree  by  investing  in 
bricks  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the  Phalen 
Courtyard  at  the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree  House. 

Alumni  like  Billy  Pirtle  '60  have  honored  Ogletree 
for  his  service  to  the  Association  and  University.  Pirtles 
brick  will  read,  "Thanks  Powell  for  all  you  did  for  USM 
Alumni."  Others  such  as  CD.  Hoppe  '69  and  Dr. 
Dan  Hutton  '60  fondly  recall  their  time  as  Southern 
Miss  students.  Hutton's  brick  in  the  courtyard,  which 
will  be  located  on  the  northern  side  of  the  facility,  will 
read  "My  Best  Years,"  while  Hoppe's  will  simply  state, 
"Thanks  for  the  Memories!"  Still  many  others,  like 
Brenda  Lott  Belote  72 ,  74  and  her  son  Brandon  Belote 
'06  chose  the  University's  motto,  "SMTTT!" 

"We're  very  pleased  to  be  nearing  the  $2  million  mark 
in  the  campaign  and  grateful  that  an  increasing  number 
of  alumni  are  choosing  to  invest  in  a  brick,"  Alumni 
Association  Associate  Director  for  External  Affairs  Jerry 
DeFatta  said.  "Not  only  are  brick  pavers  an  important 
part  of  our  campaign  to  restore  and  expand  a  campus 
treasure,  the  Ogletree  House,  but  for  the  individual  alum 
it  also  establishes  a  permanent  visual  reminder  of  his  or 
her  legacy  at  their  home  at  Southern  Miss." 

The  $3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign  will  provide 
funding  for  the  complete  restoration  and  expansion  of  the 
home  of  the  Alumni  Association  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus. An  Albert  and  Associates  Architects'  design  will  great- 
ly expand  the  size  of  the  95-year-old  existing  structure, 
which  is  one  of  the  campus'  five  original  buildings,  from 
6,500  square  feet  to  approximately  12,000.  It  is  named 
in  honor  of  Ogletree,  who  in  three  decades  of  service  to 
the  Alumni  Association  built  it  into  one  of  the  top  alumni 
associations  in  the  country  Available  options  include  an 
8-inch  by  8-inch  paver  at  $500  or  a  4-inch  by  8-inch 
paver  at  $250.  For  more  information,  contact  DeFatta  at 
601.266.5674  or  e-mailJerry.DeFatta@usm.edu. 

$3  million 


$2  million 


$1  million 


NEWS 


^%  OGLETREE  HOUSE 

Ml  CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTORS 

'    (THROUGH  FEBRUARY  14,  2007) 


□  =  66%  of  Campaign  Goal 


LEAD  GIFT 

Lou  Ann  &  Louis  Poynter Hattiesburg,  MS 


MAJOR  GIFT 


Bill  Phalen 


SCOTTSDALE,  AZ 


SPECIAL  GIFTS 

Ralph  T.  Simmons  Laurel,  MS 

Jimmy  &  Jo  Waites  Laurel,  MS 

Thad  &  Gerry  Waites         Hattiesburg,  MS 
Bonnie  &  Lawrence  Warren  Hattiesburg,  MS 

SPONSOR  GIFTS 

Reed  Allison  Gulfport,  MS 

Bobby  &  Betty  Chain  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor,  Laurel,  MS 

Chancellor  Motor  Group 
Lamar  &  Joy  Gillespie        Hattiesburg,  MS 
Lester  &  Jan  Haddox  Columbia,  MS 

Curt  &  Virginia  Hebert       Mandeville,  LA 
Marlin  &  Nelma  Ivey  Kosciusko,  MS 

Ed  &  Lynda  Langton  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Morgan  &  Angela  McCartyHattiesburg,  MS 
Bob  &  Judy  Mixon  Sumrall,  MS 

Lewis  &  Margie  Myrick     Hattiesburg,  MS 
Jim  Payne  Ridgeland,  MS 

Liz  &  Larry  Payne  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Son  Rhodes  Vancleave,  MS 

Robin  Robinson  Laurel,  MS 

Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Billy  Tom  Ward  Lena,  MS 

SUPPORTING  GIFTS 

Mark  &  Pam  Cumbest  Moss  Point,  MS 

Jeffrey  &  Lynn  O'Keefe  Biloxi.  MS 

Charles  &  Diane  Thomas  Hattiesburg,  MS 
The  Joe  Winstead  Family    Hattiesburg,  MS 


PLATINUM 
PARTICIPATING  GIFTS 


Rosemary  &  Les  Alltman 
Dick  &  Diane  Berry 
Glen  &  Judy  Davis 
Mark  &  Olga  Jackson 
Rex  &  Becky  Kelly 
Susan  &  Richard  Long 
Aubrey  &  Ella  Lucas 
Danny  &  Patty  Mitchell 
Judy  Bookout  Morgan 
Bob  &  Kristi  Pierce 
Susan  &  Robert  Riley 
Ken  &  Carolyn  Shearer 


Clinton,  MS 

Mobile,  AL 

Saraland,  AL 

Destin,  FL 

Gulfport,  MS 

Jackson,  AL 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

Brandon.  MS 

Purvis,  MS 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

Sumrall,  MS 

Ridgeland.  MS 


GOLD  LEVEL  GIFTS 

Sarah  Joe  Dabbs  Qittnlan', 

Lucy,  Jack  &  Walt  Denton  Biloxi, 
Becky-Sue  Fitch  Louisytlle, 

Herman  &  Sharon  Herrin  Kattiesburg. 
Krandell  &  Winnie  Howell  McComb, 
Paige  &  Debbie  Howell  McComb, 

Robert  &  Barbara  Ingram 
Bob  &  Patricia  Jefcoat       Rattu 
Paul  &  Georgie  McMillan  Hattiesflrv. 
Frances  Ogletree  Hattiesburg, 

Joe  &  Meg  Paul  Hattiesburg, 

Jack  &  Marsha  Peters 
Randy  &  Km  in  Pope  Hattiesburg. 

Jason  &  Mary  Sanderson         Madison. 
Ra\  &  Jo  Anne  Sims 
South  Central  Mississippi    Rat:    • 
Ai  i  mni  Chapier 

Sylvia  &  Wn  1 1  wi  Teasley  C 

Martha  <$r  Tommy  Thorn  ionRattvesburg. 
Bill  &  Pennl  Ward  M 

L  \RR-i  OSI  C  \ROl  W  VISON       I 


MS 
MS 

\a 

MS 
MS 
MS 
AL 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 

GA 

MS 
AL 

'  S 


"List  includes  donors  of  $5,000  and  more 
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ASSOCIATION 


►  Volunteer  leaders 
from  across  the  south- 
east gathered  at  the 
new  Thad  Cochran 
Center  for  the  2007 
Leadership  Confer- 
ence, held  January  13. 


Alumni  Volunteers  Gather  for  Leadership  Conference 

The  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  and 
Troy  Johnston,  past  president  of  the  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter,  took  home  top  awards  as 
volunteers  from  across  the  southeast  gathered  for 
the  annual  leadership  conference  in  January.  For 
the  first  time,  the  event  was  held  at  the  new  Thad 
Cochran  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  won 
the  award  for  the  top  chapter.  In  2006,  the 
chapter  hosted  its  annual  Junior  Recognition 
Night,  where  it  honored  top  high  school  juniors 
from  the  Mississippi  counties  which  comprise 
the  chapters  geographic  area.  The  chapter  also 
organized  Golden  Eagle  Fanfare  prior  to  football 
season  and  hosted  the  Hattiesburg  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  at  a  Golden  Eagle  basketball  game. 

Johnston  was  presented  the  Scott  Caldwell 
Award  in  recognition  of  the  Association's  outstand- 
ing chapter  president  for  2006.  The  Association 
established  the  Scott  Caldwell  Award  in  memory 
of  the  former  Mobile  Chapter  President  who  died 
of  cancer  in  1991.  Under  Johnstons  leadership,  the 
Central  Mississippi  Chapter  once  again  hosted  the 
annual  All-Star  Party  prior  to  football  season,  and 
Southern  Miss  After  Hours  every  other  month  to 
provide  networking  opportunities  for  area  alumni. 

At  the  conference,  alumni  volunteers  also 
reviewed  the  Alumni  Association  Leadership 
Manual  and  gained  insight  into  the  Associations 
Web  site  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  In  addition, 
Johnston  and  Kristi  Pierce,  past  president  of  the 
South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter,  shared  their 
experiences  in  leading  their  respective  chapters. 


i  Troy  Johnston,  right,  past  president  of 
the  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter 
was  honored  with  the  Scott  Caldwell 
Award,  given  to  the  top  alumni  chapter 
president  each  year. 


►  The  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  was 
honored  as  the  Outstanding  Alumni  Chapter  for 
2006.  Accepting  the  award  from  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation Executive  Director  Bob  Pierce,  left,  are 
Kristi  Pierce,  Pete  Walley  and  Susan  Riley. 


UTHERN  MISS 

HlJlMNl     ASSOCIATION 

OUTSTANDING 

ALUMNI  CHAPTER 

2006 

South  Central  Mississippi 


New  LiJ 

fe  Members 

Kerry  &  Monique  Robinson 

Jean  Early  Beckman 

Melissa  R.  Medley 

Burrell  &  Gwen  Kyzar 

Mark  Walker  Johnson 

W  David  Sullivan 

Joseph  V  Ladnier 

Kenneth  &  Lisa  Gunnufsen 

John  Warren  Hardtla 

William  W  Davidson 

Ryan  B.  Turner 

Matthew  David  Goff 

Steven  L.  McArthur 

Sarah  Gilbert  Powell 

Larry  E.  Essary 

Hardy  Ray  Herrington 

Thomas  G.  Davis 

Linda  Rose  Allen 

Robert  E.  Leard,  IV 

William  &  Gretchen  Parker 

Rachel  McKinley  Walzak 

Michael  D.  Hall 

Daniel  E  McNease 

Kenneth  D.  Curry,  III 

Shelia  Picard  White 

Gerald  William  Hayes 

Kimberly  Shay  Jones 

Harry  &  Sandy  Little 

Lynn  &  Doug  McLellan 

James  Christopher  Boone 

Spencer  &  B.J.  Adams 

Joshua  V  Huff 

Nancy  Joyce  Draughn 

Richard  &  Nilda  Witt 

David  W  Morton 

Jerry  W  Nettles 

Sarah  Harkins  Finnicum 

Kim  Wilson  Daum 

Robert  D.  &  Lynn  P.  McMillin 

Linton  M.  Glidewell 

John  Bradford  Mena 

Cassandra  D.  Holly 

Drs.  Joseph  Bargione  & 

Jon  Mark  &  Peggy  Weathers 

Magnus  Fedestedt 

Kathryn  Elizabeth  Smith 

Holly  Gustafson 

Benny  &  Kimberly  Hubbard 

Benjamin  Douglas  Wall 

Kevin  Allen  Ross 

Jimmy  Buffett 

Glenn  &  Nancy  Clinton 

Christopher  W  Marciani 

Shannon  W  Briggs 

Richard  Allen  Jackson 

J.  Elmo  &  Vivian  D.  Lang 

Mark  Elton  Bohling 

Benjamin  &  Kristie  Hodges 

Keith  &  Lynn  Ward 

Alice  Thompson  Gray 

Arlys  Yohany  Silva 

Luiz  Bueno  DaSilva 

Brittany  Elizabeth  Thames 

Carroll  Louis  Clifford,  IV 

Nancy  Carol  Munn 

Timothy  &  Theresa  Ellzey 

David  &  Pamela  Ramage 

Elizabeth  Scarborough  Perkins 

Drew  &  Lezlie  Reeves 

Craig  &  Kelley  Frye 

Douglas  &  Pam  Rouse 

Mary  Alice  Reep  Kirby 

James  E.  Thomason 

Wes  &  Traci  Rouse 

Stacy  Armstrong  Triplett 

Barbara  Ann  Curry 
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Reunion  to  Once  Again  Welcome  Mississippi  Southern  College  Graduates 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  rich  history,  valued  tradi- 
tions and  newest  facilities  will  once  again  be  on  display  as  many  of 
those  who  helped  shape  Southern  Miss  into  the  institution  it  is  today 
gather  for  the  second  Golden  Grad  Reunion,  May  4-5. 

That  weekend,  Mississippi  Southern  College  (the  institution  became 
known  as  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1962)  graduates 
from  the  classes  of  1957  and  earlier  will  return  to  the  Hattiesburg  cam- 
pus for  the  reunion,  hosted  by  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

The  weekend  event  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  alumni  to  recall 
fond  memories,  reunite  with  old  friends  and  witness  the  progress 
being  made  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Events  will  include  a  welcome  reception  and  dinner  at  the  Hattiesburg 
Country  Club,  a  Saturday  morning  breakfast  at  the  new  Thad  Cochran 
Center  with  guest  speaker  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Tucas;  a  visit  with  University 
Archives  Specialist  Yvonne  Arnold;  campus  tours  led  by  members  of  the 
student  group  Southern  Style;  Thad  Cochran  Center  tours  and  oppor- 
tunities to  see  the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  take  on  Marshall  as  well 
as  the  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestras  blockbuster  season 
finale,  "United  in  Song."  (See  Cover  Story,  Page  22.) 

For  many,  last  years  reunion  proved  to  be  an  enjoyable  trip  down 
memory  lane  with  only  one  regret-more  alumni  did  not  choose  to 
participate.   Approximately  70  Golden  Grads  attended. 

"I  thought  everything  went  well-it  was  first  class,"  said  Jimmy 
Smith,  a  1955  alumnus.  "The  only  disappointment  was  that  more  peo- 
ple were  not  there.  I  did,  however,  enjoy  making  some  new  friends." 

For  more  information,  contact  Dawn  Smith,  the  Alumni  Associations 
manager  of  programs  at  601.266.4218.  As  the  event  approaches, 
registration  opportunities  and  additional  details  will  be  posted  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


Approximately  70  alumni  attended  the  first  Golden  Grad  Reunion  in  2006. 


2007 


Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  Awards 


KpaM pew  Q/Vowi€naMcmd< 


Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  recognizes  those 
whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial  means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss 
forward.  The  nominee  must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 


Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  19,  2007.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013,  e-mail  alumni@vism.edu, 
or  use  the  form  at  SouthernMissAlumm.com. 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  31  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing  body  lor  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts  and 
dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who  have  made  a  significant, 
unique  contribution  to  the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alumna  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions 
of  tunc  and  effort  to  the  University,  community  and  their  profession. 

Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of  their  tune  and 
talents  throughout  the  years  to  recognize  outstanding  alumni  support,  profes- 
sional achievement,  loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  who  ts  not  an  alum,  but  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss  throughout  the  years. 
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Scholarship  Continues  Coach  Willis  Terry's  Legacy 


Throughout  his  lifetime,  "Coach"  Willis 
Terry  was  arguably  the  most  influential 
person  in  the  Hattiesburg  recreation  and 
sports  scene,  but  not  because  he  was  a 
high-profile  coach  or  one  of  the  greatest 
athletes  ever  to  come  out  of  the  area. 

Terry,  who  passed  away  last  fall,  sim- 
ply was  the  most  influential  because 
he  knew  that  through  recreation  and 
sports,  he  could  mold  and  shape  the 
lives  of  young  people. 

Now,  through  a  scholarship  endow- 
ment in  his  honor  at  the  School  of 
Human  Performance  and  Recreation, 
Coach  Terry  will  continue  to  have  an 

■n.   i~*   i»rn-  t  =T      t  ><■     impact  on  future  leaders. 

The  late  Willis  Terry,  a  native  of  Me-        v 

ridian,  was  one  of  six  family  members  He  believed  that  he  could  make  a 
to  graduate  from  Southern  Miss.  p0Sltlw  lnfluenCe  on  kids  through  sports 

and  recreation,"  said  his  daughter.  Mar)'  Virginia  Fokakis.  "He  was  a  firm 
believer  in  discipline,  and  a  lot  of  his  former  players  say  that  is  what  made 
them  the  men  they  are  today." 

Terry,  a  native  of  Meridian,  earned  a  pair  of  degrees  from  Southern  Miss, 
a  bachelors  in  1948  and  a  masters  in  1953,  and  met  his  wife,  Dorothy,  also 
a  1948  graduate  of  the  school  and  member  of  the  University's  registrars 
office  staff  from  1969  to  1988.  Four  other  members  of  the  Terry  family 
son-in-law  Dr.  Arthur  Fokakis  '68,  daughter  Mary  Virginia  Fokakis  73, 
and  granddaughters  Katherine  Fokakis  Patterson  '97  and  Virginia  Fokakis 
Williams  '02,  also  graduated  from  the  University 

To  say  that  Terry  was  instrumental  in  the  creation  of  the  recreation- 
al scene  in  the  Hattiesburg  area  probably  doesn't  do  his  contribution 
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QAMfe  tXe/t/oi 

■  -  COMPLEX  J 


'      ■      ■  - 


reawwgy 


~-&-z>ak 


The  tennis  complex  at  Tatum  Park  in  Hattiesburg  is  named  in  Coach  Terry's  honor. 

justice.  Terry  was  an  important  figure  in  the  area's  public  school  ath- 
letic programs,  serving  as  a  teacher  and  coach  at  Hattiesburg  Junior 
High,  Hawkins  Junior  High  and  later  at  Thames  Junior  High. 

He  was  important  in  the  city's  department  as  well,  serving  as  the  first 
recreation  director  in  1954  and  then,  following  a  stint  in  the  Jackson 
recreation  department  and  at  Thames  Junior  High,  he  returned  to  the 
Hattiesburg  Recreation  Department  in  1967  and  helped  the  program 
continue  to  grow  through  his  retirement  in  1993. 

But  as  much  as  Terry  loved  the  city  of  Hattiesburg  and  the  recreation  in  the 
area,  he  had  just  as  much  love  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

The  scholarship,  which  became  fully  endowed  in  December,  now  will 
provide  scholarships  for  students  in  the  School  of  Human  Performance 
and  Recreation.  For  more  information  on  this  new  scholarship  or  to  make 
a  contribution  to  this  fund,  please  contact  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  at  601.266.5602  or  toll-free  at  1.888.GIVEUSM. 


Pattons  Create  Pair  of  Scholarships  to  Benefit  Military  and  Dependents 


Growing  up  in  a  family  of  six  children,  Cynthia 
Patton  never  debated  on  whether  or  not  she 
would  go  to  college.  After  all,  she  knew  the  value 
that  lied  in  obtaining  a  higher  education. 

"My  dad  was  a  college  grad  and  he  only  went 
to  college  because  he  joined  the  Army  and  they 
paid  for  it,"  Patton  said.  "There  were  six  of  us, 
and  there  was  never  a  discussion  of,  Will  we  go 
to  college?'" 

Instead,  the  question  lied  more  with  how  she 
would  be  able  to  afford  higher  education. 

So  in  order  to  pay  for  school,  Patton  did  what- 
ever it  took  to  make  ends  meet.  Working  three 
jobs  while  attending  Georgia  State  University, 
Patton  struggled  financially.  It  wasn't  until  her  sis- 
ter told  her  about  the  Army  ROTC  program,  and 
the  stipend  that  accompanied  it,  that  she  started  to 
find  her  way  in  the  world. 

"Honestly,  I  joined  ROTC  because  I  couldn't 
make  rent  for  my  apartment,"  Patton  said.  "My 
sister  told  me  that  if  I  joined  ROTC,  they  would 
give  me  $100  a  month.  I  walked  in  and  joined, 
and  it  just  so  happened  I  was  good  at  it  and 


adapted  to  it." 

It  was  also  in  the  ROTC  program  that  she 
would  meet  her  future  husband,  Shephard  Patton, 
who  was  an  officer  in  the  ROTC  program.  When 
Shephard  was  relocated  to  Alaska  as  part  of  his 
military  service,  Cynthia  put  off  continuing  her 
studies,  all  the  while  knowing  that  she  would 
strive  to  complete  that  education. 

It  wasn't  until  the  couple  moved  back  to 
Mississippi  that  Cynthia  made  good  on  those 
intentions.  Cynthia  eventually  finished  her  educa- 
tion at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
completing  her  undergraduate  degree  at  the  age 
of  29. 

"I  finally  went  to  Southern  when  we  moved 
back  (to  Mississippi),"  Cynthia  said.  "I  drove  every 
day  for  class,  and  I  was  one  of  those  undergrads 
who  wished  we  had  classes  on  the  Long  Beach 
campus.  Then,  as  an  officer  in  the  military  I 
needed  an  advanced  degree,  so  I  went  back  later 
to  the  Long  Beach  campus  and  got  my  master's  in 
political  science." 

Both  now  retired  from  military  service-Cynthia 


as  a  lieutenant  colonel  with  the  U.S.  Army  Reserves 
and  Shephard  as  a  sergeant  major  with  the  U.S. 
Army — the  Pattons  have  instilled  the  importance 
of  a  college  education  in  their  son,  Tyler,  who  is 
a  current  freshman  at  Southern  Miss.  They  are 
aware  of  the  benefit  the  military  played  in  their 
lives  and  the  impact  that  a  college  education  made 
in  Cynthia's  life. 

So  when  the  couple  wanted  to  make  a  contri- 
bution, making  a  gift  that  impacted  the  lives  of 
others  was  high  on  their  priority  list.  Thus,  the 
Pattons  have  established  a  pair  of  scholarship 
endowments  that  seek  to  benefit  those  associated 
with  the  military  The  endowed  scholarships,  cre- 
ated by  the  couples  generous  $30,000  contribu- 
tion, has  one  that  helps  military  personnel  in 
the  Army  ROTC  program  at  Southern  Miss  and 
another  which  aids  military  dependents  who  are 
interested  in  pursuing  a  career  in  music. 

In  the  Pattons'  eyes,  the  two  scholarships  fur- 
ther provide  opportunities  to  students  who,  much 
like  Cynthia,  could  use  a  little  financial  help  in 
getting  a  college  education. 
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FBI  Gift  Spawns  Adrninistrat 

When  it  came  time  for  retired 
FBI  agent  Al  Hoyt,  a  native  of  New 
Orleans,  to  hand  pick  a  school 
to  receive  $2,500  on  behalf  of 
the  Former  Agents  of  the  FBI 
Foundation,  he  had  a  big  deci- 
sion to  make.  He  could  have  easily 
given  the  gift  to  his  alma  mater, 
Boston  College,  but  instead  decid- 
ed to  contribute  the  gift  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
from  which  his  daughter,  Theresa 
M.  Hoyt  graduated  in  1992  with  a 
bachelors  in  American  studies  and 
a  minor  in  criminal  justice. 

The  Former  Agents  of  the  FBI  Foundation  annually  provides  schol- 
arships to  universities  and  colleges  throughout  the  nation  through 
the  J.  Edgar  Hoover  Memorial  Scholarship  Program.  These  gifts  are 
given  in  the  hope  that  they  would  benefit  an  aspiring  member  ol  the 
law  enforcement  field,  especially  those  who  aspire  to  be  members  of 
the  FBI. 

Over  the  years,  Hoyt  said  he  has  met  numerous  graduates  from  the 
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From  left  are  John  Kelso,  southeast  region  vice  president  for  the  Former  Agents  of  the  FBI 
Foundation;  Al  Hoyt;  Dr.  Rex  Gandy,  dean  of  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology;  and 
Rocky  Kettering,  associate  director  for  fundraising  at  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation. 


University  in  his  field,  and  he  has 
been  impressed. 

"I  have  always  admired  their 
spirit,  honesty  and  loyalty  to  the 
school,"  he  said. 

While  the  Former  Agents 
Foundation  has  provided  schools 
with  these  gifts  countless  of  times 
over  the  years,  this  particular  gift 
is  even  more  special.  The  initial 
gift  of  $2,500  will  go  toward  estab- 
lishing an  endowment  with  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  that,  once  fully  fund- 
ed, will  provide  scholarship  money 
each  and  every  year  to  deserving  students  in  the  Administration  of 
Justice  program  at  Southern  Miss.  The  endowed  scholarship  also  is 
the  first  ever  for  the  Administration  of  Justice  program. 

For  more  information  on  this  new  scholarship  in  the  Administration 
of  Justice  program,  please  contact  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology  Development  Office  at  601.266.4741  or  toll-free  at 
1.888.GIVEUSM. 


Foundation  Launches  New  Planned  Giving  Section  on  the  Web 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  has  teamed  up  with  Crescendo 
Interactive  to  launch  a  new  planned  giving  sec- 
tion at  the  Foundations  Web  site. 

The  new  section  is  an  interactive  venue  where 
current  and  prospective  donors  can  gam  a 
wealth  of  information  concerning  charitable  giv- 
ing through  the  use  of  planned  gifts.  Planned 
gifts  are  made  under  arrangements  such  as  wills, 
life  insurance  policies,  trusts,  gift  annuities  and 
bequests  and  are  used  to  help  ensure  the  suc- 
cess and  longevity  of  Southern  Miss  and  our 
students. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


FOUNDATION 


Among  the  features  that  are  included  on  the 
new  Planned  Giving  section  are  gift  illustrations  to 
help  understand  the  planned  giving  process,  weekly 
articles  on  gift  planning,  personal  finance  news  and 
notes,  and  the  option  to  sign  up  for  a  free  e-newsletter 
for  both  donors  and  planning  professionals.  Plan- 
ning professionals  such  as  CPAs,  attorneys.  CLUs. 
CFPs,  ChFCs,  and  trust  officers  have  access  to  an  IRS 
charitable  deduction  calculator,  legal  library,  private 
letter  rulings  summary  and  a  Washington  watch. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.usm.edu/ 
foundation  or  contact  Keith  Dale,  planned  giv- 
ing officer,  at  601.266.5375. 


Sigma  Chi  Celebrates  25th  Year  With  Gift  to  Hatten  Scholarship  Fund 


In  December  2006,  representatives  of  Sigma  Chi  fra- 
ternity presented  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  Executive  Director  Tim  Ryan  with  a  check  for 
$1,800  to  be  added  to  the  Stephen  L.  Hatten  Sigma  Chi 
Scholarship  Endowment  Fund. 

The  contribution  represented  one-third  of  the  proceeds 
generated  by  the  25th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Theta 
Delta  Chapter  of  Sigma  Chi  fraternity.  Sigma  Chi  celebrated 
its  25th  year  at  Southern  Miss  on  November  17-18,  2006,  in 
conjunction  with  the  football  game  against  UAB. 

The  $1,800  contribution  increases  the  corpus  balance 
of  the  fund  to  more  than  $45,000.  The  endowment  now 
generates  almost  $2,000  in  scholarships  for  members  of  the 
fraternity  on  an  annual  basis.  The  fund  is  named  in  memory 
of  Stephen  Lane  Hatten,  a  former  member  of  the  fraternity 
whose  life  was  claimed  by  leukemia  in  1997. 


From  left  are  Tim  Ryan,  executive  director  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation:  Ian 
Floyd,  Sigma  Chi  Alumni  Relations  chairman  and  coordinator  of  the  25th  anniversary:  Reese  May. 
Sigma  Chi  chapter  president;  Chris  Schwartz,  faculty  advisor-  and  Jeff  May.  chapter  advisor. 
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Annie  Louise  D'Olive: 

Brown-Eyed  Beauty 

By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 


The  1927  yearbook  described  D'Olive  as  "an  alluring  brunette  with  dark  dreamy  eyes  and  a  charming 
smile."  (Neka  Camon,  1927) 


Annie  Louise  D'Olive  may  not  be  a  household  name 
at  Southern  Miss,  but  she  dedicated  38  years  of  her  life 
to  the  institution,  and  on  that  ground  she  is  more  than 
worthy  of  recognition.  She  was  born  October  5,  1907, 
the  fourth  child  of  Leila  and  Rudolph  D'Olive.  She  had 
two  sisters,  Agnes  and  Beulah,  and  a  brother,  Charles. 
She  grew  up  in  Hattiesburg,  where  her  father  worked 
as  a  saw  filer  at  a  lumber  mill. 

Annie  Louise  graduated  from  Hattiesburg  High 
School  in  1924  and  entered  State  Teachers  College 
(STC) — now  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi — 
to  study  fine  arts  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Cunningham,  who  at  that  time  was  head  of  the  Fine 
Arts  Department.  She  received  her  bachelor's  degree 
in  1927,  and  the  yearbook  describes  her  as  "an  alluring 
brunette  with  dark  dreamy  eyes  and  a  charming  smile. 
She  is  an  excellent  student  with  a  fine,  noble  charac- 
ter." During  her  senior  year,  she  was  elected  a  campus 
beauty  and  was  a  member  of  the  World  Affairs  Club. 
The  Class  Prophecy  predicted  that  she  would  become 
editor  of  Poetry  Magazine  and  would  be  famous  for  a 
painting  titled  "Imagination." 

After  graduation,  she  taught  briefly  at  Williamsburg 
Consolidated  School  in  Collins  then  returned  to  STC 
in  1928  as  an  assistant  in  the  Fine  Arts  Division.  She 
received  a  master's  degree  from  Teachers  College  of 
Columbia  University  in  1934,  and  by  that  time,  she 
had  replaced  her  mentor,  Elizabeth  Cunningham,  as 
head  of  the  Fine  Arts  Division.  She  held  the  position 
until  1948  and  remained  as  assistant  professor  of  art 
until  her  retirement  in  1966.  She  served  as  faculty 
director  of  the  Women's  Faculty  Club  in  1953  and  later 
was  active  in  the  USM  Retired  Faculty  Club  and  the 
Alumni  Association.  She  was  proud  of  her  Southern 
Miss  roots  and  was  present  for  the  golden  anniversary 
reunion  of  her  class  on  August  18,  1977. 

Apart  from  her  duties  at  USM,  she  was  heavily 
involved  in  the  Mississippi  art  community,  serving  as 
chair  of  the  art  section  of  the  Mississippi  Education 
Association  from  1938  to  1944.  She  was  instrumental 
in  founding  the  Hattiesburg  Art  Association  in  1940 
and  served  as  its  president  from  1940  to  1967.  Her 
service  with  the  Art  Association  included  coordinating 
numerous  exhibits  of  student  art  works,  along  with 
works  of  local,  state  and  regional  artists. 

Other    activities    included    membership    in    the 
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Mississippi  Folklore  Society,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (John  Rolfe  Chapter),  the  Mississippi 
Historical  Society,  and  Parkway  Heights  Methodist 
Church.  During  World  War  II,  she  helped  provide  art 
supplies  for  servicemen  stationed  at  Camp  Shelby. 

Annie  Louise  D'Olive  died  September  4,  1982,  fol- 
lowing a  brief  illness.  After  her  death,  her  nephew, 
Rev.  R.  E.  Price,  donated  a  selection  of  her  papers  to 
the  Southern  Miss  Archives.  A  perusal  ol  the  collec- 
tion reveals  that  she  was  an  accomplished  artist  and  a 
dedicated  teacher.  Her  papers  include  a  few  still  life 
sketches  by  D'Olive  and  several  small  sketch  books 
of  drawings.  She  also  kept  an  interesting  selection  of 
works  by  her  students,  both  originals  and  photographs. 
In  addition,  she  enjoyed  writing  poetry,  and  at  least 
two  of  her  poems  were  published:  "Cemetery  Cedars" 
in  Mississippi  Folklore  (Spring  1973)  and  "Bondage"  in 
The  Lyric  (Fall  1974). 

No  building,  no  marble  statue,  no  lasting  memorial 
of  any  kind  has  been  erected  on  the  USM  campus  in 
honor  of  Ms.  D'Olive,  but  her  contributions  during 
38  years  of  service  make  her  an  enduring  part  of  the 
school's  history.  Long  live  the  memory  of  the  brown 
eyed  beauty  from  the  class  of  '27!  a 


*Look  for  a  profile  oj  Frank  Farl  Marsh,  jorme 
chairman  of  the  Fine  Arts  Division,  in  the  next 
issue  of  The  Talon. 


Pictured  above  is  Annie  Louise  D'Olive  at  the  Golden  Anniversary  Reunion  of  the  class  of  1927.  Seated 
left  to  right  are  Jessie  Lee  Coursey  Hyde,  Ethel  Cook  Anderson,  Inez  Wilkerson  Revels,  Annie  Louise 
D'Olive  and  Tula  Brasfield  Pellettieri.  Standing  are  Morris  W.  Steen,  Roby  McGee  Poole,  Oneita  Nutt,  M. 
H.  Ball  and  A.  H.  Blackwell.  (Southern  News  and  Views,  September  1977) 


D'Olive  remained  as  assistant  professor  of  art  until  her  retirement 
in  1966.  (Southerner,  1952) 


Above  is  a  still  life  sketch  by  D'Olive. 
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History  Books 


Zach  Patterson  74  is  aware — his  election  as  mayor  of  McComb 
is  one  for  the  history  books.  In  November  2006,  when  vot- 
ers of  the  southwest  Mississippi  city  of  13,000  residents 
helped  him  defeat  incumbent  Tom  Walman  Patterson  became  the  first 
African-American  ever  elected  to  the  position.  In  January,  with  United 
States  District  Court  Judge  Keith  Starrett  administering  the  oath  of 
office  and  surrounded  by  family  and  friends  who  included  music 
stars  and  McComb  natives  Brandy  and  Ray  J  Norwood,  Patterson  was 
inaugurated. 

Patterson  is  certain,  however,  the  pats  on  the  back  he  received  on 
election  night  and  at  his  inauguration  will  seem  like  a  distant  memory 
far  too  quickly  if  he  fails  to  deliver  on  his  campaign  promises. 

"Certainly  it  (the  election  of  an  African-American  as  mayor  of 
McComb)   is  historically  significant  and   something  that   African- 


Americans  are  right  in  celebrating  especially  in  light  of  the  history  of 
McComb  and  Mississippi  as  a  whole,"  said  Patterson,  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association  who  received  an  Outstanding  Service 
Award  in  1991.  "But  now  it  is  time  to  put  it  in  the  history  books  and 
work  for  a  better  McComb." 

Patterson  was  elected  on  a  five-point  platform  of  economic  devel- 
opment; excellence  in  education;  health  and  wellness;  caring  for 
seniors  and  youth  safety;  and  security  for  McCombs  neighborhoods 
and  city.  A  political  novice  (the  mayoral  race  was  his  first  campaign), 
a  key  component  of  Pattersons  election  day  success  came  in  the  form 
of  meet-and-greets  at  homes  throughout  McComb,  which  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  talk  with  small  groups  of  residents. 

"It  was  an  eye-opening  experience,"  Patterson  said  about  the  cam- 
paign. "When  we  started  we  had  no  name  recognition,  but  I  think 
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The  mayor's  family  includes,  from  left,  niece  Rochelle  Tyler,  dad  Zebedee  Patterson,  mother  Minnie  Patterson  and  sister  Jeanette  Patterson.  In  front  is  his  sister's  granddaughter 
Brianna  Tyler. 

the  people  in  McComb  were  looking  for  new  leadership  with  a  new 
vision.  While  it  was  not  easy,  the  campaign  was  rewarding  in  that 
1  was  able  to  meet  with  so  many  people  and  gain  an  idea  of  what 
their  concerns  are." 

Patterson  came  to  Southern  Miss  in  the  early  1970s,  where  he 
says  he  found  a  competitive  environment  and  loved  the  ROTC 
program.  The  University,  which  racially  integrated  in  1965,  also 
presented  a  new  experience.  "Of  course  Southern  Miss  was  just 
getting  off  the  ground  in  terms  of  integration,  but  I  had  come  from 
a  segregated  high  school,"  he  said.  "Southern  Miss  exposed  me  to 
a  new  group  of  people." 

In  May  of  1974  he  was  commissioned  into  the  military — the 
beginning  of  a  long  first  career.  The  U.S.  Army  War  College  gradu- 
ate— he's  also  earned  a  master's  degree  in  public  administration 
from  Auburn — spent  26  years  in  the  military,  eventually  retiring 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  His  record  in  service  to  the  country  is 
impressive — among  other  positions  and  duties  he  provided  infor- 
mation technology  services  to  more  than  12,000  military  personnel 
and  civilian  customers  in  the  Military  District  oi  Washington  area. 
he  commanded  at  platoon,  company  battalion  and  brigade  levels 
equivalent;  served  as  a  military  officer  in  three  different  Army 
branches',  commanded  an  assault  helicopter  platoon  and  combat 
aviation  company;  and  served  more  than  six  years  on  the  Pentagon 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  as  executive  assistant  to  the  deputy  director 
of  C4  (command,  control,  communications  and  computers). 

After  retiring  from  the  military,  Patterson  embarked  on  a 
new  career  as  chiet  mlormation  ofhcer  tor  the  American  Cancer 
Society  There  he  was  responsible  for  the  oversight  of  more  than 
200  employees  at  an  organization  with  a  more  than  S2?  million 
budget. 

Two  years  Later  he  decided  he  wanted  to  give  back  to  the  city  of 

McComb  and  tackled  his  first  campaign — for  mayor. 
Alumna  Juanita  Sims  Doty  73  assisted  Patterson  with  his  inauguration  festivities. 
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As  mayor  of  McComb,  Patterson  says  his  No.  1  role  is  as  ambassador  for  the  city  of 
13,000  residents. 


During  his  campaign,  Patterson  had  the  support  of  star  siblings  Brady  and  Ray  J  Nor- 
wood, as  well  as  their  mother  Sonja,  all  of  whom  are  natives  of  McComb. 


"I  decided  it  was  time  for  me  to  get  off  the  wagon  and  push," 
Patterson  said. 

In  the  months  leading  up  to  election  night,  Patterson  received 
assistance  from  Brandy  and  Ray  J  as  the  young  superstars  both 
campaigned  for  him  and  embarked  on  a  five-day  voter  registration 
campaign  at  area  schools  and  nursing  homes.  Best  known  for  her 
hit  songs  such  as  "Sittin'  up  in  My  Room"  and  "The  Boy  Is  Mine," 
Brandy  is  a  Grammy  Award-winning  singer  and  also  an  actress, 
starring  in  the  sitcom  Moesha  and  the  1997  version  of  Rodgers 
and  Hammersteins  Cinderella.  Ray  J,  the  younger  of  the  famous 
Norwood  siblings,  co-starred  on  Moesha,  was  formerly  the  host  of 
the  BET  show  106  &  Park,  and  in  2005  joined  the  cast  of  UPN's 
One  on  One.  Brandy's  mother,  Sonja,  also  a  McComb  native,  made 
her  aware  of  Pattersons  candidacy.  During  a  phone  conversation 
with  Patterson,  the  star  found  common  ground  with  Patterson's 
view  of  the  McComb  economy  and  decided  to  back  the  political 
newcomer. 

With  two  of  McComb's  most  famous  residents  behind  him  and 
an  impressive  resume,  Patterson  captured  56  percent  of  the  vote 
in  the  Democratic  Primary  against  Walman.  With  no  Republican 
opponent,  he  was  assured  election. 

Early  in  his  tenure,  Patterson  is  focused  on  standing  issues  such 
as  improvements  to  the  water  and  sewer  system,  but  he  sees  his 
primary  role  as  the  No.  1  ambassador  for  his  city. 

The  new  mayor  says  McComb  is  both  an  excellent  retirement 
area  and  an  attractive  location  for  new  business  as  a  result  of  its 
location  near  Jackson  and  Hattiesburg  as  well  as  the  Louisiana  cit- 
ies of  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge. 

"We  are  in  a  key  strategic  location  and  can  develop  as  the  busi- 
ness centerpiece  of  southwest  Mississippi,"  he  said.  "The  public 
school  system  is  the  key  though.  Industries  look  at  the  school 
system  first." 


About  Zach  Patterson 


Biographical  /  Education 

♦  Son   of  Zebedee   and   Minnie   Patterson   of 
McComb 

♦  Raised  in  McComb,  where  he  was  a  member  of 
Boy  Scout  Troop  #199 

♦  Graduated  from  Higgins  High  School  in  1970 

♦  Bachelor's    Degree    from   The    University   of 
Southern  Mississippi  (Chemistry) 

♦  Master's  Degree  from  Auburn  University  (Public 
Administration) 

♦  U.S.  Army  War  College  Graduate 

♦  U.S.  Air  Force  Air  Command  and  Staff  College 

♦  U.S.  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 

♦  U.S.  Army  Aviation  Flight  School 

Career 

♦  U.S.  Army  Commissioned  Officer  (Retired  at  the 
rank  of  Colonel) 

♦  Chief  Information  Officer  for  American  Cancer 
Society 


Affiliations 


Life  Member,  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi  Alumni  Association 

Life   Member,   Auburn   University  Alumni 

Association 

Member,  Flowery  Mount  Baptist  Church 

Life  Member,  NAACP 

McComb  City  Board  Appointed  Member  of 

McComb-Pike  County  Airport  Board 

Life   Member,  Association   of  the   United 

States  Army 

Life  Member,  The  Retired  Military  Officers 

Association 

Life  Member,  Army  Aviation  Association  of 

America 
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...the  blank  canvas  is  afraid 
of  the  really  passionate  painter... 

who  has  once  and  for  all  broken 
that  spell  of  "you  cannot." 

-  Vincent  van  Gogh 


Because  you  can  and  because  you  do,  Hancock  Bank 
salutes  you,  the  students  of  the  USM  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters.  Thank  you  for  daring  to  do  what  you 
alone  can  do.  Your  persistence  and  passion  to  create 
your  own  language  yields  the  expression,  the  art, 
that  ultimately  speaks  to  us  all,  enriching  our  lives. 


Hancock  Bank 


Hattiesburg  Branch  Locations:  6052  Hwy.98  •  2007  Lincoln  Rd.  •  3301  Hardy  St.  •  USM  Student  Union  (ATM) 
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Alumna's  Famous  Friends  Among 
Music  Greatest  Names 

By  Jim  Coll  '99,  '06 

Photos  ©  2007  Ryan  Miller  /  Capture  Imaging 


noment  for  Southern  Mi 
alumna  Tena  Clark  76  came  at  a  red 
light  in  Pasadena,  Calif.  A  familiar  sound  reso- 
ted  from  the  convertible  that  pulled  up  next 
her  vehicle.  The  sweet  voice  was  Dionne 
irwick's.   The  tune  was  even  more  familiar; 
irk  herself  had  penned  it. 


Dionne  Warwick 


"United  in  Song"  to  Cap  Sensational 
Symphony  Season 

When  alumna  Tena  Clark 
next  returns  to  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  on  May  5,  she  plans  on 
bringing  a  few  friends. 

Some  of  the  greatest  names 
in  music,  including  Dionne 
Warwick,  Patti  LaBelle  and  Patti 
Austin,  will  join  the  Southern 
Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra 
for  "United  in  Song,"  a  tribute  to 
Clark  and  her  music. 

The  event,  to  be  held  at  Reed 

Green      Coliseum     beginning 

at  7:30  p.m.,  will  benefit  the 

.;    ..  symphony  as  well  as  a  college 

»• ,  «f      j  scholarship  fund  for  low  income, 

'•'*  •'.  •  female,  Mississippi  residents. 

I  j  Clark   anticipates   a   special 

evening. 

"These  are  artists  that  I  have 
worked  with  for  a  number  of 
'ears,  and  I  am  so  excited  that 
hey  are   going  to  be   a  part 
y  I  of  it,"   Clark  said.    "They  are 

1j 1  some  amazing  singers.  If  noth- 
ing else,  I  hope  people  will  feel 
the  power  of  music.  I  hope  aspiring  artists  and  musicians 
from  Mississippi-and  really  anyone  who  is  trying  to  achieve 
something — can  look  at  it  and  say,  Wow,  someone  from 
Mississippi  did  this.'  Obviously,  there  are  a  lot  of  incredible 
successes  from  Mississippi.  But  I  think  it  is  just  the  awareness, 
especially  for  young  people,  if  you  just  follow  your  dream, 
anything  can  happen." 

The  event  will  conclude  the  86lh  season  for  the  orchestra, 
which  also  featured  a  performance  by  Sir  James  Galway  and 
Lady  Jeanne  Galway.  Over  the  years,  Director  of  Orchestral 
Activities  Jay  Dean  and  the  symphony  have  given  its  audiences 
once-in-a-lifetime  concert  events,  including  classical  music 
greats  Placido  Domingo,  Yo-Yo  Ma,  Itzhak  Perlman,  Edgar 
Meyer  and  Joshua  Bell.  In  2005-06,  the  symphony  included 
an  added  dimension  as  the  orchestra  teamed  with  the  Southern 
Opera  and  Musical  Theatre  Company  (SOMTC)  for  the  85th 
season  and  found  it  a  quite  successful  partnership.  In  addition 
to  the  opening  season  performance  of  Godspell,  the  SOMTC 
will  present  Carmen  in  April  2007.  In  addition  to  Carmen  and 
"United  in  Song,"  upcoming  symphony  performances  include 
Divine  Indulgences  (March  8),  an  evening  of  Igor  Stravinsky's 
"Symphony  of  Psalms"  and  "The  Rite  of  Spring,"  featuring 
School  of  Music  faculty  artists,  and  Charley  Pride  (March  31). 
Tickets  are  available  through  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket 
Office  at  601.266.5418  or  800.844.8425  or  can  be  ordered 
online  at  SouthernMissTickels.com. 


"I  had  written  for  many  movies  and  television  shows,  but  hear- 
ing my  song  on  the  radio  for  the  first  time  was  special,"  Clark 
recalled.  "I  rolled  down  the  window  and  said  to  the  woman  in 
the  car,  'Excuse  me.  I  wrote  that  song.'  She  looked  at  me  and 
said,  Yeah  right.'  So  I  had  one  moment  of  excitement,  but  then  I 
thought,  'No  one  is  going  to  believe  me." 

Nevertheless,  the  Waynesboro  native  knew  she  had  arrived. 

Today,  Clark  is  the  founder  and  CEO  /  chief  creative  officer  of 
DMI  Music  &  Media  Solutions.  Clark's  unique  vision  combines 
the  music,  digital  entertainment  and  non-traditional  distribu- 
tion to  connect  brands  to  consumers.  She  has  composed  songs 
for  milestone  commercial  campaigns  such  as  McDonald's  "Have 
You  Had  Your  Break  Today."  Her  work  over  the  years  includes 
writing  credits  for  films  and  television  programs,  including  My 
Best  Friend's  Wedding,  Where  the  Heart  Is,  Hope  Floats,  French  Kiss, 
Twins,  as  well  as  hit  television  series  such  as  FR,  Friends,  South 
Park,  General  Hospital  and  CBS  This  Morning.  DMI,  a  privately 
held  company  founded  in  1997  and  headquartered  in  Pasadena, 
houses  the  divisions  Private  Label  Radio,  Five  Alarm  Music,  DMI 
Records,  Disc  Marketing  and  Firehouse  Recording  Studios.  DMI 
also  has  offices  in  New  York,  Atlanta  and  Detroit,  with  a  clien- 
tele that  has  included  Betty  Crocker,  General  Mills,  Johnson  & 
Johnson,  Kellogg's,  Build-A-Bear  Workshop,  7  UP,  Target,  Toyota, 
United  Airlines,  the  AARP  and  Victoria's  Secret  over  the  years. 

Not  bad  for  a  Mississippi  girl  who  could  not,  nor  had  the  desire 


^  For  more  information,  call  the  symph 
office  at  601.266.4001  or  visit 

www.usm.edu/unitedinsong 
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to,  shake  a  calling  to  become  a  music  writer  and  producer. 

"I  have  been  a  drummer  from  the  time  1  was  10  years  old,  and 
I  guess  once  a  drummer  always  a  drummer,"  she  said.  "I've  never 
had  any  desire  to  do  anything  else  but  play  music.  1  started  com- 
posing at  a  very  early  age  as  well." 

Little  had  changed  in  that  regard  by  the  time  she  arrived  in 
Hattiesburg.  As  a  college  student,  she  continued  to  play  music 
and,  as  she  said,  settled  on  a  major,  elementary  education. 

"All  I  cared  about  at  the  time  was  playing  drums,"  she  said.  "I 
wanted  to  go  to  California,  and  my  dad  told  me  that  he  didn't  care 
what  I  got  a  degree  in  so  long  as  I  got  a  degree.  If  I  got  a  degree, 
he  said  he  would  always  be  there  to  support  me  with  my  music 
endeavors.  I  had  taken  a  lot  of  science  courses  and  I  tried  to  figure 
out  what  I  could  graduate  the  quickest  in,  and  that  (elementary 
education)  was  it." 

Following  graduation,  she  launched  a  promotions  company  in 
Jackson  called  Sunburst  Productions.  Although  she  experienced 
success  in  the  Magnolia  State,  Clark  decided  to  move  to  Nashville, 
where  she  could  better  utilize  her  passion  for  music,  specifically 
rhythm  and  blues.  Eventually,  she  found  her  way  to  California. 

While  she  still  maintains  ties  to  Mississippi-her  daughter,  Cody, 
is  a  Southern  Miss  student-it  was  in  California  where  Clark  was 
introduced  to  many  of  musics  biggest  names,  several  of  whom 
have  since  become  close  friends.  Her  musical  talents  have  been 
recently  heard  in  the  original  song  she  composed  for  the  Desperate 


,     in     1997     by 
Southern   Miss   alumna   Tena 
Clark,   DMI   has   established   itself 

as  a  premier  music  branding  agency.  DMI's  music  branding 
experts  and  the  company's  diverse,  integrated  divisions  offer 
a  comprehensive  range  of  innovative  solutions  that  use  music 
to  move  consumers  to  awareness,  consideration,  conversion 
and  loyalty. 

DMI  has  conceived,  developed  and  executed  some  of  the 
most  successful  and  best-known  music  branding  initiatives 
for  some  of  the  world's  largest  and  most  recognized  brands. 
From  composition  to  recording,  licensing  to  libraries,  interac- 
tive to  in-venue  programming,  DMI  incorporates  every  aspect 
of  music  branding-targeted  or  comprehensive,  strategic  or 
tactical,  proven  or  trailblazing. 

DMI  is  located  in  picturesque  Old  Town  Pasadena,  occupy- 
ing the  historic  1889  Firehouse  and  Livery  buildings.  It  main- 
tains offices  in  Chicago,  New  York  and  Detroit.  Its  staff  of 
more  than  70  experts  collaborates  closely  to  craft  and  manage 
music  solutions  that  harness  the  power  of  a  brand's  unique 
audio  footprint,  which  it  labels  soundDNA™. 


BIG  NAMES,  BIG  EVENTS 
PACK  SPRING  ARTS  CALENDAR 

In  addition  to  "United  in  Song,"  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  arts  calendar  packs  a  powerful  punch  during  the 
2007  spring  semester. 

From  museum  exhibitions  to  fully  staged  theatre  and  dance 
productions  to  a  plethora  of  musical  concerts  of  all  types,  the 
College  of  Arts'and  Letters  typically  presents  more  than  300 
arts  events  each  year. 


SPRING  2007  SEASON  HIGHLIGHTS 

CHARLEY  PRIDE  Presented  by  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony 
Orchestra  in  cooperation  with  The  Area  Development  Partnership 
as  part  oj  the  Arts  Heritage  Festival  of  South  Mississippi 

March  31  •  7:30  p.m.  •  Saenger  Theater,  downtown 
Hattiesburg. 

Sledge,  Miss.,  native  Charley  Pride  is  country  musics  first 
African-American  star.  For  the  past  quarter  century,  he  has 
been  one  of  the  top  15  best-selling  artists  of  all  time.  Elected 
to  the  Country  Music  Hall  of  Fame  in  2000,  Pride's  legacy 
includes  36  No.  1  hit  singles,  more  than  25  million  albums 
sold  worldwide,  and  31  gold  and  four  platinum  albums, 
including  one  quadruple-platinum. 


Alex  Peter,  left,  plays  Frances  Black  and  Kyle  Russell  plays  Carleton  Fitzgerald 
in  the  Southern  Miss  production  of  Light  Up  the  Sky,  playing  through  early 
March  at  the  Martha  Tatum  Theatre  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

LIGHT  UP  THE  SKY  by  Moss  Hart 

March  1-3  at  7:30  p.m.  •  March  4  at  2  p.m.  •  Martha  R. 
Tatum  Theatre 

Southern  Miss  Theatre  will  present  a  play  by  Americas  leg- 
endary comic  genius  that  takes  on  the  1920s  Broadway  the- 
atre scene.  A  popular  hit  both  on  Broadway  and  in  the  West 
End,  this  lively  comedy  revolves  around  a  group  of  New  York 
theatre  people  attending  the  opening  of  their  new  play. 


Housewives  soundtrack,  recorded  by  LeAnn  Rimes.  She  also  pro- 
duced Dionne  Warwick's  first  holiday  CD,  "My  Favorite  Time  of 
the  Year,"  as  well  as  "Church:  Songs  of  Soul  &  Inspiration,"  a  dual 
music  CD  and  CD-ROM  box  set  featuring  Maya  Angelou,  Toni 
Morrison,  Patti  LaBelle  and  Chaka  Khan.  In  addition,  Clark  wrote 
the  single  "Way  up  There,"  which  was  recorded  by  LaBelle  for  the 
"Church"  CD,  and  was  nominated  for  a  Grammy  Award. 

Notably,  LaBelle,  Warwick  and  Patti  Austin  are  among  a  host  of 
artists  who  will  pay  tribute  to  Clark  at  Southern  Miss,  Saturday, 
May  5.  "United  in  Song"  will  help  raise  funds  for  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra  as  well  as  a  college 
scholarship  fund  for  low  income,  female,  Mississippi  residents. 

"I  got  a  call  from  (director  of  Orchestral  Activities)  Jay  Dean; 
we  got  together  and  the  rest  is  history,"  Clark  explained.  "I  think 
what  the  symphony,  Jay  Dean  and  the  University  is  doing-attract- 
ing incredible  talent,  the  Placido's  of  the  world-they  have  really 
made  their  mark  not  just  in  a  local  or  regional  area.  It  is  a  fantastic 
music  program  that  has  the  merit  and  integrity  of  some  of  the  big- 
gest symphonies  and  players  out  there." 

The  music  event  will  be  the  second  notable  appearance  at 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  in  recent  years  for  Clark.  In  2005,  she 
delivered  the  commencement  address  at  spring  graduation.  That 
day,  she  encouraged  Southern  Miss  graduates  to  believe  that  they 
could  do  anything,  regardless  of  race,  gender  or  nationality.  Today, 
her  advice  to  young  people  has  not  changed. 

"Always  stay  true  to  your  roots,"  she  said.  "I  wouldn't  give  any- 
thing for  being  from  Mississippi.  That  is  the  soil  that  helped  grow 
my  soul.  Always  be  true  to  who  you  are,  and  never  think  'I  can't 
do  this  because. . .'  It  is  possible  to  do  in  this  life,  whether  you're  an 
artist,  in  medicine  or  an  architect,  to  do  what  you  love,  be  success- 
ful and  make  a  living  at  the  same  time.  I've  been  blessed  to  be  able 
to  do  what  I  love  and  make  a  living  and  hopefully  my  success  will 
help  others  in  their  successes.  Stay  away  from  the  people  around 
you  telling  you  that  you  can't  do  something;  they  are  toxic." 
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SPRING  DANCE  CONCERT 

March  29-31  at  7:30  p.m.  •  April  1  at  2  p.m.  •  Mannoni 
Performing  Arts  Center 

Take  advantage  of  the  rare  opportunity  to  see  the  Southern 
Miss  Repertory  Dance  Company,  a  professional  caliber  ensem- 
ble of  student  dancers,  perform  new  choreography  developed 
after  a  year  of  work  together. 
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Information  about  additional  arts  events  can  be  found  on 
Page  10.  For  tickets,  so  to  SouthernMissTickets.com. 
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EDUCATION  SERVICES  FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-College  Company. 


Like  graduates  of  institutions  across  the  country,  national  marketers 
routinely  flood  the  mailboxes  and  inboxes  of  Southern  Miss  alumni 
with  student  loan  offers.  "Consolidate  your  student  loans  and  save 
thousands!  Cut  your  student  loan  payments  in  half!  Lock  in  low 
interest!,"  are  among  the  usual  pledges.  Although  student  loan  inter- 
est rates  have  risen  from  their  all-time  low  a  few  years  ago,  consolida- 
tion is  still  a  good  option  for  most  borrowers,  according  to  Education 
Services  Foundation  (ESF),  the  student  loan  consolidation  lender  of 
choice  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

The  Association  chose  ESF,  a  Mississippi  nonprofit  corporation, 
as  the  student  loan  consolidation  lender  of  choice  because  Southern 
Miss  alumni  deserve  the  lowest  possible  interest  rate  to  repay  their 
student  loans,  plus  extra  money-saving  repayment  benefits. 

Eligible  borrowers  who  choose  "The  ESF  EZChoice  Consolidation 
Loan"  may  qualify  for  industry-leading  borrower  benefits  of  an  inter- 
est rate  reduction  of  up  to  1.5  percent,  according  to  Ken  Smith,  ESF 
executive  director. 

Consolidating  student  loans  allow  alumni  to 

•  Lock  into  a  low  fixed  interest  rate  for  the  life  of  the  loan 

•  Lower  current  student  loan  monthly  payments  as  much  as 
50  percent  by  extending  terms  to  as  much  as  30  years 

•  Leave  repayment  terms  the  same  and  pay  off  the  loan  earlier, 
drastically  reducing  interest 


•  Enjoy  the  convenience  of  a  single  monthly  student  loan  pay- 
ment 

•  Choose  a  suitable  repayment  plan  option  based  on  current 
needs 

•  Have  no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or  income  verification 

•  Remain  eligible  for  deferment  and  forbearance 

ESF  borrower  benefits  are  available  for  consolidation  loans  that 
have  an  initial  minimum  balance  of  $10,000  or  more.  The  lender  for 
the  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

"For  several  years,  ESF  has  been  a  preferred  lender  for  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  for  ZERO  FEE  Stafford 
Loans  for  students  and  low-cost  PLUS  loans  for  parents,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  provide  alumni,  as  well  as  current  students,  with  great 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  for  their  student  loans,"  Smith  said. 

ESF  can  provide  these  benefits  because  it  is  a  Mississippi  nonprofit 
corporation  dedicated  solely  to  making  college  possible  for  students. 
In  addition  to  loans,  ESF  offers  free  college  planning  sen-ices  and 
$70,000  in  scholarships. 

"We  at  ESF  believe  that  providing  the  best  consolidation  loan  pos- 
sible is  just  an  extension  of  our  dedication  to  making  higher  educa- 
tion opportunities  available,"  Smith  said. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  can  apply  by  phone  by  calling  888.825.1533 
or  by  visiting  esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


^^^^^^^^U^^ 


6  annual  statistics 


GULF  PARK  HOSTING  CLASSES  AGAIN 


The  University  took  a  giant  step  in  its  post-Katrina  development  by 
hosting  a  limited  number  of  classes  on  its  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long 
Beach  this  spring. 

Dr.  Pat  Joachim,  associate  provost  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  said  staff  mem- 
bers have  been  working  diligently  to  open  more  classroom  space  and 
remove  debris  from  the  damaged  buildings. 

University  representatives  see  this  as  a  milestone  in  recovery.  "We  are 
excited  about  this  next  phase  of  Southern  Miss'  development  on  the 
coast,"  Joachim  said. 

Though  the  University  has  moved  only  a  few  classes  back  to  Gulf 
Park,  Southern  Miss  has  been  working  to  expand  classroom  space  since 
it  opened  in  its  temporary  location  last  fall.  This  spring,  the  University 
is  opening  three  additional  buildings  and  two  new  quad  units  in  its 
Student  Service  Center  in  Gulfport,  making  available  much  needed 
office  and  classroom  space.  This  fall,  Southern  Miss  plans  to  reopen  the 
Gulf  Park  Library  and  Advanced  Education  Center  in  Long  Beach. 

Balancing  the  need  to  preserve  the  campus,  while  maintaining  an 
affordable  presence  on  the  coast,  has  been  a  persistent  challenge.  The 
state  has  declared  some  of  Gulf  Park's  buildings  to  be  of  historical  sig- 
nificance, but  the  costs  of  operation,  insurance  and  construction  have 
risen  dramatically  since  the  storm. 

Robert  Bass,  the  Mississippi 
Board  of  Trustees  of  State 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning's 
(IHL  Board)  appointee  to  oversee 
restoration  efforts,  said  insurance 
costs  have  risen  four  to  five  times 
what  they  were  before  last  August, 
but  he  remains  optimistic  that 
the  University  will  find  a  solu- 
tion. He  says  the  University  can 
expect  about  a  five-year  window 
of  recovery,  but  within  those  five 
years  there  will  be  many  mile- 
stones of  progress. 

"This  is  an  extremely  excit- 
ing time  for  Southern  Miss  and 
higher  education  along  the  Gulf 
Coast,"  Bass  said.  "We  were  hit 
extremely  hard  by  Katrina,  but 
it  has  given  us  the  opportu- 
nity to  start  fresh  and  really  be 
a  catalyst  to  improve  the  overall 


quality  of  life  on  the  coast  and  provide  some  significant  contributions 
to  the  state  as  well." 

As  part  of  the  fresh  start,  the  IHL  Board  has  plans  for  an  additional  new 
coast  campus  that  Tom  Meredith,  state  commissioner  of  higher  education, 
said  will  be  run  by  Southern  Miss.  In  late  January,  Meredith  was  the  fea- 
tured speaker  at  the  Gulf  Coast's  "Issues  +  Answers"  lecture  series.  Titled 
"The  Future  of  Higher  Education  on  the  Coast,"  Meredith's  presentation 
centered  on  south  Mississippi's  future  education  needs  as  its  population 
grows.  While  Southern  Miss  would  run  the  new  campus,  Meredith  noted, 
it  may  be  required  to  "broker  m  resources  for  classes"  from  other  state-run 
higher  education  institutions  if  the  University  feels  it  cannot  meet  the  needs 
of  the  Gulf  Coast,  for  example,  in  a  field  such  as  engineering.  In  June,  the 
Board  announced  it  planned  to  renovate  the  Gulf  Park  campus,  but  would 
also  seek  to  find  100-150  acres  for  an  additional  campus.  At  the  time, 
the  Board  said  the  land  should  be  both  accessible  and  visible.  The  Gulf 
Coast  campus  will  be  centrally  located  in  one  of  the  three  coastal  counties 
(Hancock,  Harrison,  Jackson),  close  to  the  1-10  corridor.  In  addition,  the 
Board  said  the  new  Gulf  Coast  campus  would  serve  as  a  visible  reminder 
that  education  is  the  key  to  a  brighter,  more  prosperous  future. 

The  Board's  announcement  concerning  the  location  of  the  new  cam- 
pus may  come  during  its  March  meeting. 


Professor  Francis  Daniel  lectures  to  his  class  on  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach.  This  spring,  classes  are  being  held  on  the  beach-front  campus  for 
the  first  time  since  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the  gulf  coast 
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Film  Program  Headed  to  Coast 
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Students  in  some  20  classes  are  taking  classes  again  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus 


Jane  Broussard  installs  a  telecommunications  network  panel  in  the  Advanced  Education  Center 
on  the  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach.  As  Hurricane  Katrina  damage  continues  to  be  repaired, 
the  bulk  of  spring  semester  classes  will  remain  at  the  interim  site  in  Gulfport 


The  University's  film  program 
will  move  from  Hattiesburg  to  the 
University's  Gulf  Coast  Student  Service 
Center  in  Gulfport  in  August  2007, 
the  first  step  in  the  University's  overall 
plan  to  build  a  full-scale  academic 
program  in  entertainment  industry 
studies  on  the  coast. 
The  relocation  of  the  film  program 

i  and  the  creation  of  an  Entertainment 

Denise  von  Herrmann  Industry  Center  are  designed  to  capi- 
talize on  the  state's  efforts  to  attract  the  entertainment  indus- 
try to  the  coast,  according  to  Denise  von  Herrmann,  dean  of 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

"The  film  program's  move  is  the  first  step  toward  the  cre- 
ation of  an  academic  center  that  will  prepare  students  for 
work  in  the  entertainment  industry,"  von  Herrmann  said.  "We 
hope  to  attract  some  major  support  from  the  industry  as  part 
of  the  coast's  rebirth." 

Initial  plans  to  relocate  the  film  program  in  August  2006 
were  postponed  after  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"We  feel  like  this  move  will  lead  to  great  opportunities  for 
film  students,"  said  Dixon  McDowell,  a  film  professor  and 
director  of  the  film  program.  "It  will  also  create  opportuni- 
ties for  the  program  and  the  University  to  partner  with  the 
entertainment  and  casino  industries." 

The  program  will  initially  be  housed  in  a  fully  restored  and 
refurbished  building  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Student  Service  Center 
in  Gulfport,  where  Southern  Miss  moved  its  Gulf  Coast  oper- 
ations after  Hurricane  Katrina  damaged  its  Gulf  Park  campus 
in  Long  Beach. 

A  new  academic  undergraduate  major  in  entertainment 
industries,  introduced  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  last  fall, 
will  join  the  film  program  on  the  coast  once  a  new  facility  is 
built,  von  Herrmann  said. 

"The  plan  is  to  build  a  state-of-the-art  facility  on  the  Gulf  Park 
campus,"  she  said.  "That  will  require  some  significant  resources, 
and  we'll  be  pursuing  industry  partnerships  to  help  with  that." 
Pat  Joachim,  associate   provost  of 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  said  the 
Entertainment  Industry  Center  will  be  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  many  academ- 
ic programs  currendy  offered  on  the 
coast,  which  include  tourism  manage- 
ment along  with  traditional  programs 
in  the  humanities  and  social  sciences. 
"We  think  the  film  and  entertainment 

industry  majors  will  be  among  the  most 

Pat  Joachim  popular  we  offer,"  she  said. 

The  film  program  is  currently  part  of  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism  in  Hattiesburg.  Chris 
Campbell,  the  school's  director,  said  the  school  also  offers  a 
master's  degree  in  public  relations  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  and  that 
the  University  intends  to  develop  a  new  undergraduate  degree 
in  communications  for  students  there. 

"As  the  coast  rebuilds,  Southern  Miss  is  going  to  be  located 
in  an  important  media  market.  That  will  present  wide  rang- 
ing opportunities  for  a  lot  of  students  interested  in  careers  in 
mass  communication,  journalism,  film  and  entertainment." 
Campbell  said. 
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POLYMER  SCIENCE  MAJOR  AMONG  NATION'S  TOP  STUDENTS 

By  Ethan  Bratton 


Since  he  set  foot  on  Southern  Miss'  campus  in  the  fall  of  2003,  Neil 
Treat  has  shown  a  commitment  to  achievement.  As  he  approaches  grad- 
uation, Treat  now  has  the  accolades  to  match.  A  polymer  science  major 
with  a  3.975  grade  point  average,  Treat  became  the  15th  Southern  Miss 
student  to  earn  a  prestigious  Goldwater  Scholarship. 

Created  to  pay  tribute  to  Sen.  Barry  M.  Goldwater  in  1986,  the  award 
is  based  on  academic  merit  in  the  fields  of  mathematics,  science  and 
engineering.  Treat  was  awarded  $7,500,  enough  to  cover  the  cost  of 
tuition,  fees,  books  and  room  and  board  for  a  year. 

The  Hattiesburg  natives  interest  in  science  first  sparked  in  his  10th 
grade  chemistry  class  at  Presbyterian  Christian  School.  After  taking  a 
number  of  other  classes,  Treat  realized  his  understanding  of,  and  inter- 
est in,  science  offered  him  a  potential  career  he  could  enjoy.  The  same 
10th  grade  teacher  that  piqued  Treats  interest  in  chemistry  is  also  the 
person  who  suggested  he  attend  Southern  Miss. 


Polymer  science  major  Neil  Treat  is  only  the  15th  Southern  Miss  student  to  land  a  prestigious  Goldwater  Scholarship. 


The  teacher  advised  Treat  that  with  his  interest  in  chemistry  and 
other  sciences,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  polymer  sci- 
ence program  may  be  the  best  way  for  him  to  more  easily  apply  his 
interests  to  real  world  pursuits. 

Having  never  worked  with  polymers,  Treat  entered  the  department 
blindly.  His  first  experience  in  polymers  was  in  PSC  191,  the  polymer 
science  introductory  course. 

While  he  was  learning  the  basics  in  the  classroom,  Treat  also  wanted 
to  gain  some  hands-on  experience  in  this  new  field  of  science.  As  a 
freshman,  Treat  worked  as  an  undergraduate  research  assistant  with 
Dr.  Stephen  Boyes,  a  polymer  science  professor  on  campus.  With 
Boyes,  Treat  quickly  advanced  ahead  of  many  of  his  classmates,  and  the 
research  experience  allowed  him  to  apply  his  classroom  learning. 

In  2005,  Treat  began  research  work  with  Dr.  Charles  McCormick, 
another    polymer    science    instructor    at    Southern    Miss.    Under 

McCormick's  guide,  Treat  is  currently 
working  on  a  method  for  improving 
pharmaceuticals  by  using  think  poly- 
meric films. 

Treats  experience  in  the  sciences 
has  not  been  limited  to  only  Southern 
Miss.  In  the  summer  of  2005,  he  was 
selected  to  participate  in  a  research 
experience  program  at  the  University 
of  Akron.  For  the  summer  of  2006,  he 
participated  in  a  research  experience 
program  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  where  he  worked  under 
Dr.  Michael  Rubner  and  Dr.  Robert 
Cohen.  He  has  also  had  a  num- 
ber of  articles  published  in  scientific 
journals,  including  Macromolecules, 
Rheologica  Acta  and  Journal  of  Polymer 
Science  Part  A:  Polymer  Chemistry. 
His  research  has  been  presented  at 
a  number  of  conferences,  including 
the  Gordon  Research  Conference  in 
New  London,  Conn.,  and  the  Ohio 
Regional  Research  Symposium. 

With  a  3.975  grade  point  average, 
it  is  no  surprise  that  Treat  has  racked 
up  a  number  of  prestigious  awards 
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during  his  time  at  Southern  Miss.  In  his  first  semester,  Treat  made  the 
Dean's  List  and  has  been  on  the  President's  List  every  semester  since 
that  time.  In  2004,  he  was  selected  Top  of  Class  in  honors  general 
chemistry  I  and  II  and  as  Most  Outstanding  Freshman  in  polymer 
science.  As  a  sophomore,  Treat  was  selected  Top  of  Class  in  organic 
chemistry  I  and  II  and  physics  with  calculus  I  and  II.  In  2005,  he 
was  also  selected  Most  Outstanding  Undergraduate  in  Research  at 
the  University  of  Akron,  Most  Oustanding  Sophomore  in  the  College 
of  Science  and  Technology  at  Southern  Miss  and  Most  Outstanding 
Sophomore  in  Polymer  Science.  In  2006,  Treat  was  selected  Most 
Outstanding  Junior  in  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology  and 
Most  Outstanding  Junior  in  Polymer  Science.  He  was  also  awarded 
the  Trigg  Scholarship  for  Outstanding  Senior  in  Coatings  and  the 
Goldwater  Scholarship  in  2006. 

While  science  is  a  large  part  of  Treat's  life,  he  has  taken  time  to 
emerge  from  the  lab  and  get  involved  in  campus  organizations — many 
of  them  science  related.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Honors  Student 
Association  and  currently  serves  as  a  student  ambassador  in  the  College 


of  Science  and  Technology.  Treat  also  serves  as  president  of  the  Polymer 
Science  Association  and  treasurer  of  the  American  Chemical  Society 
Student  Affiliate. 

In  his  final  semester  at  Southern  Miss,  Treat  is  currently  spending  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  the  polymer  science  research  lab.  He  has  applied  to 
a  number  of  graduate  schools  and  is  currently  awaiting  responses  and 
weighing  his  options. 

It  is  clear  that  Treat  is  dedicated  to  science  and  he  has  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  what  he  wants  to  do  when  he  "grows  up."  But,  he  is 
not  limiting  himself  to  a  strict  plan  of  action  like  many  exceptional 
students  his  age. 

"Half  of  life  is  not  missing  the  moment  you're  in,"  said  Treat.  He  is 
not  forcing  himself  to  meet  milestones  by  a  certain  date  or  age.  Instead, 
he's  allowing  himself  to  go  with  the  natural  flow  of  where  his  life  takes 
him.  He's  focused,  but  not  obsessive,  about  science. 

Treat  says  he  did  not  enter  into  science  because  he  wanted  to  be  rich; 
he  would  really  like  to  give  back  to  his  community. 

"I'd  just  really  like  to  change  people's  lives,"  said  Treat. 
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Bruce  Aust 


In  light  of  his  position  as 
NASDAQ's  executive  vice  president 
of  the  Corporate  Client  Group,  one 
might  suspect  that  Bruce  Aust's 
academic  career  at  Southern  Miss 
was  all  business.  The  fact  that  Aust 
cruised  through  academic  require- 
ments on  his  way  to  a  degree  in 
business  administration  in  less  than 
four  years  might  not  come  as  a  sur- 
prise either. 

"I  was  taking  a  full  course  load, 
and  my  goal  was  to  get  an  under- 
graduate degree  and  start  a  corpo- 
rate career,"  he  said. 

Aust  said  the  study  of  economics 
was  a  natural  fit. 

"Economics  came  second  nature 

to  me,"  he  said.  "I  didn't  set  out  to  enter  into  financial  services,  but 

when  1  took  a  look  at  what  was  easiest  for  me  it  was  economics." 
Aust  completed  his  undergraduate  course  work  in  December  1985 

and  promptly  headed  to  Dallas  in  search  of  a  job  to  start  his  career. 

Although  Aust  did  not  have  a  job  lined  up,  his  decision  to  move  was 

calculated. 

"It    was    either    Dallas    or 

Atlanta,"  he  said.  "My  goal  was 

to  go  to  a  larger  economy  where 

there  was  more  opportunity,  and 

I  preferred  Dallas  over  Atlanta." 
The    move    could    be    most 

accurately  described  as  a  leap 

of  faith  for  the  Meridian  native 

who  graduated  from  Northeast 

Lauderdale  High  School.     ("It's 

a  big  world  out  there,  but  you 

have  to  be  willing  to  take  that 

first  step,"  he  said.)  Aust  began 

his  college  career  at  Ole  Miss, 

but  after  spending  18  months 

in  Oxford,  friends  enticed  him 

to   transfer   to   Southern   Miss. 

Aust,  who  resides  in  Manhattan, 

still  has   family  in  Mississippi 

and  says  he  will  now  encourage 

his  niece,  a  high  school  senior 

to  spend  her  college  years  in 

Hattiesburg. 
While   working  in   a   Dallas 

clothing  store  as  a  salesperson, 


an  executive  with  Fidelity  Investments — whose  name  was  Humphrey 
Bogart — approached  Aust  about  purchasing  a  shirt. 

Bogart  bought  the  shirt,  and  the  Southern  Miss  alumnus  also  "sold 
him  the  store." 

"He  said  I  was  a  good  salesman  and  that  I  should  work  for  him," 
Aust  said.  "I  interviewed  the  next  day." 

Almost  immediately  Aust  began  his  career  with  Fidelity  and  quickly 
gained  promotion  after  promotion.  Over  the  next  12  years,  he  gained 
a  wealth  of  experience  in  sales,  training  and  management  positions  in 
Dallas,  Boston,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco.  After  an  18-month 
self-imposed  sabbatical  during  which  he  spent  some  time  in  Australia, 
a  re-energized  Aust  saw  tremendous  opportunity  at  NASDAQ,  which 
was  growing  rapidly.  Aust  seized  it. 

Early  on,  he  served  as  executive  director  and  vice  president  of  the 
Corporate  Client  Group,  a  role  in  which  he  maintained  oversight  of 
all  listed  companies  in  NASDAQ's  Western  Region,  representing  60 
percent  of  the  market  cap  on  NASDAQ.  The  position  allowed  him  to 
assist  more  than  200  companies  in  going  public  and  to  work  closely 
with  CEOs  and  executives  of  some  of  the  most  well-known  compa- 
nies listed  on  NASDAQ. 

In  2003,  he  was  named  to  his  current  post  as  executive  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Corporate  Client  Group.  In  this  role,  he  is  responsible 
for  global  business  development  and  relationship  management  with 


Aust  poses  with  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Henry  Paulson  Jr.  upon  Paulson's  first  visit  to  New  York  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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During  Bruce  Aust's  tenure  at  NASDAQ,  it  has  attracted  some  of  the  largest  initial 
public  offerings  in  the  country,  including  Google.  From  left  are  venture  capitalist  John 
Doerr,  a  Google  board  member,  Google  Co-Founder  and  President  Larry  Page  and  Aust 

the  3,200  companies  listed  on  NASDAQ.  He  oversees  a  national, 
regionally  based  sales  force  as  well  as  global  representatives  serving 
China,  India,  Israel,  Russia,  Japan,  Korea  and  select  South  American 
nations. 

According  to  Aust,  NASDAQ  provides  companies  the  opportunity 
to  be  associated  with  expanding  and  creative  companies."  He  said 
that  throughout  a  normal  day  a  person  uses  products  produced  by 
NASDAQ-listed  companies  several  times,  perhaps  more  than  the 
person  realizes — rising  from  sheets  and  pillows  from  Bed,  Bath  & 
Beyond,  drinking  a  cup  of  coffee  from  Starbucks  and  listening  to 
an  iPod  on  the  treadmill  at  the  gym.  "If  you  want  to  be  associated 
with  growing,  innovative  companies  then  you  want  to  be  listed  on 
NASDAQ,"  he  said. 

NASDAQ  points  to  the  successful  switches  of  major  companies  such 


as  Cadence  Design  Systems  Inc.  and  the  Charles  Schwab  Corporation 
from  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  to  NASDAQ  late  in  2005  as  a 
signal  that  its  faith  in  the  electronic  market  structure  it  pioneered  36 
years  ago — in  1971,  NASDAQ  debuted  as  the  first  electronic  stock 
exchange — was  warranted. 

"Both  Schwab  and  Cadence  began  their  affiliation  with  NASDAQ 
through  our  Dual-Listing  program  so  they  could  evaluate  NASDAQ: 
market  structure  and  services  directly,"  Frank  Hatheway,  NASDAQ 
chief  economist,  said.  "They  were  pleased  with  the  results  and  made 
the  full  switch  to  NASDAQ." 

Hatheway  said  based  on  data  in  the  early  months  after  Schwab's 
and  Cadences  switches  that  investor  risk  was  being  limited  as  trading 
executions  were  as  much  as  95  percent  faster  on  NASDAQ  and  there 
was  a  65  percent  reduction  in  executions  occurring  outside  the  best 
quote  on  NASDAQ. 
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From  left,  Aust  is  pictured  with  California  Governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger,  who 
presided  over  the  opening  bell  Oct  16,  2006,  and  NASDAQ  CEO  Robert  Greifeld. 
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About  NASDAQ 

Since  its  debut  in  1971  as  the  world's  first  electronic  stock 

■  market,  the  NASDAQ  Stock  Market  has  been  at  the  forefront 
of  innovation,  using  technology  to  bring  millions  of  investors 
together  with  the  world's  leading  companies. 

Today,  NASDAQ  is  the  largest  U.S.  electronic  stock  market. 

With  over  3,200  companies,  it  lists  more  companies  and, 

on  average,  trades  more  shares  per  day  than  any  other  U.S. 

.    market.  It  is  home  to  companies  that  are  leaders  across  all  areas 

■  of  business — technology,  retail,  communications,  financial 
\    services,  transportation,  media  and  biotechnology.  Included 

are  a  number  of  prominent  Mississippi  companies. 

During  Aust's  tenure,  NASDAQ  has  attracted  some  of  the 
country's   highest    profile    Initial   Public   Offerings   (IPOs), 

I        including  JetBlue,  Google,  Baidu,  Spansion  and  most  recently 
Warner  Chilcotl,  one  of  the  largest  U.S.  IPOs  in  2006. 


1 1  -0-73  ▼  0 


"  ** /0     1295  09  -0^54  ▼  n T         '^-^-u 

Mississippi  companies  listed  on  NASDAQ  include 
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Trustmark  Corporation Jackson 

Hancock  Holding  Company  Gulfport 


Sanderson  Farms,  Inc. Laurel 

Renasant  Corporation Tupelo 

Cal-Maine  Foods,  Inc.  Jackson 


First  M&F  Corporation Kosciusko 

Peoples  Financial  Corporation Biloxi 

Citizens  Holding  Company Philadelphia 

The  First  Bancshares,  Inc. Hattiesburg 

Britton  &  Koontz  Capital  Corporation  Natchez 
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Hattiesburg 


W1NTI 


33 


For  Three  Decades,  the  Honors  College  Has  Welcomed  Superb  Students 


For  more  than  30  years,  some  of  the 
top  high  school  students  from  across 
the  country  have  been  attracted  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to 
become  part  of  distinguished  group- 
members  of  the  Honors  College. 

This  year  is  no  different. 

The  Honors  College,  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  country,  celebrated  its  30th  anni- 
versary in  2006,  as  well  as  a  record  fresh- 
man class.  Approximately  140  freshmen 
are  enrolled  this  school  year,  including 
The  first  Honors  classes  were    an  overall  enrollment  of  450. 

?lS!U.aLthe  Uniwntt»  in  1965:  Many  of  these  students  have  earned 
In  1971,  the  program  was  named  J 

in  honor  of  George  R.  Olliphant  Presidential  Scholarships,  which  pay  for 
and  in  1976  an  Honors  College    tuition,  room  and  board,  and  textbooks. 

Presidential  Scholarships  are  awarded 
to  students  who  meet  rigorous  entrance  requirements.  Typically, 
Presidential  Scholars  score  a  minimum  of  30  on  the  ACT  or  are 
designated  as  a  national  merit  semifinalist  or  national  achievement 
semifinalist.  Additionally,  these  scholars  have  successfully  completely 
an  on-campus  competition  that  includes  a  panel  interview  and  essay 
exam. 

"We  are  delighted  that  so  many  academically  talented  young  people 
have  decided  to  come  to  Southern  Miss,"  said  Dr.  Ken  Panton,  dean 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Honors  College,  who  also  previously  served  as 
director  of  British  Studies. 

The  Honors  College  at  Southern  Miss  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
nation,  with  the  first  honors  classes  being  taught  in  1965  as  part  of 
an  honors  program. 

The  college  was  formally  inaugurated  in  1976  as  an  expansion  and 
reorganization  of  the  former  Honors  Center  and  offers  special  oppor- 
tunities for  students  who  demonstrate  high  academic  potential,  intel- 
lectual curiosity  and  ambition,  regardless  of  their  field  of  study. 

One  of  the  new  components  of  the  Honors  College  curriculum 
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English  professor  Dr.  Ellen  Weinauer  gives  a  class  lecture  to  students  enrolled  in  the 
University's  Honors  College. 


Each  semester  the  Honors  political  science  class  visits  Washington,  D.C.  where  they 
meet  with  legislators,  tour  government  agencies  such  as  the  EPA  and  NOAA  and  visit 
with  the  grass-roots  organization  Greenpeace. 

includes  active  learning  programming  with  field  trips  to  cities  con- 
sidered centers  of  culture,  history,  business  and  government,  such  as 
New  York,  Washington,  Boston  and  San  Francisco,  among  others. 


The  Honors  College  has 

provided  me  with  access  to 

classes  and  experiences  that  I 

would  not  have  been  able  to  be 

a  part  of  at  any  other  university. 

—  Josh  Bird,  Senior 


Proud  history 

The  first  dean  of  the  college  was  the  late  Dr.  Wallace  Kay,  who  had 
been  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Honors  Center  for  several  years. 
He  served  until  1986,  when  Dr.  Peggy  Prenshaw  became  dean.  Dr. 
Prenshaw  was  followed  by  Dr.  Maureen  Ryan  in  1991,  and  she  served 
until  2002.  Dr.  Thomas  Richardson  was  named  interim  dean  until  a 
search  resulted  in  the  hiring  of  current  dean  Dr.  Panton  in  2003. 

Dr.  Ryan,  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Department  of  English  fac- 
ulty, praised  the  quality  of  students  that  have  come  through  the  Honors 
College  and  expressed  gratitude  for  the  opportunity  to  work  with  and 
teach  its  students  while  she  was  dean  of  the  college.  "Many  of  them  left 
us  for  first-rate  graduate  programs  and  now  enjoy  distinguished  careers," 
she  said.  "I  am  proud  to  have  helped  to  educate  such  students." 

During  Dr.  Prenshaws  tenure  as  dean  (1985-1991),  the  Honors 
College  developed  a  Senior  Honors  Program  that  allowed  students 
to  enter  the  Honors  College  in  their  junior  year,  taking  several 
interdisciplinary  seminars  and  completing  an  undergraduate  thesis 
in  their  major  in  order  to  be  a  graduate  of  the  college.  Graduates  of 
the  Honors  College  were  also  awarded  special  medallions  and  began 
receiving  special  recognition  during  commencement  ceremonies  dur- 
ing Prenshaw's  administration. 


v t.  Stan  Kuczaj  leads  the  Psychology  110  honors 
class  on  a  dolphin  expedition.  The  class  studies 
dolphin  intelligence  first  hand  by  observing 
them  in  their  natural  habitat 


"I  was  proud  to  be  a  part  of  the  process  in  which  the  Honors 
College  continued  as  a  key  program  in  the  University's  ability  to 
recruit  high  ability  students,"  Dr.  Prenshaw  said. 


Honors  students  chat  with  environmentalist  Robert  Kennedy  Jr.  prior  to  a  lecture. 


Student  Cites  Access  to  Opportunities 
as  Major  Benefit 

Current  Honors  College  student  Josh  Bird,  a  senior  from  Jackson 
majoring  in  economics  and  business  administration  /  pre-law  who 
will  graduate  in  May,  said  the  primary  benefit  of  his  Honors  College 
experience  can  be  summed  up  in  one  word:  access. 

"The  Honors  College  has  provided  me  with  access  to  classes  and 
experiences  that  I  would  not  have  been  able  to  be  a  part  of  at  any 
other  university,"  Bird  said.  "The  active  learning  classes  are  definitely 
unique  and  very  effective  and  a  fun  way  for  me  to  learn,  and  the 
opportunity  to  be  a  part  of  The  Catalyst  (the  University's  undergradu- 
ate research  journal)  has  also  been  a  great  opportunity." 

Bird  also  praised  the  Honors  College  for  providing  access  to  work 
with  acclaimed  faculty  and  administrators.  "They're  not  here  for  a 
paycheck,  but  because  they  want  to  see  me  and  my  classmates  reach 
our  full  potential,  not  just  as  students  but  also  as  we  make  our  way 
into  life  after  college." 


O 

iu 
«/* 

5 

u 

I- 


O 
u 


< 


MAGNOLIA 
RAVEL  AGENCY 


BUSINESS  TRAVEL 


•  Corporate  Hotel  &  Car  Programs 

•  Convention  &  Event  Planning 

•  Email  &  Fax  Confirmation  System 


VACATION  TRAVEL 


•  Disney  &  Orlando  Packages 

•  Group  Travel  Specialists 

•  Discount  International  Airline  Tickets 

•  Honeymoon  &  Bridal  Packages 
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PATALONZO   -   PAM  WATTS   -   KRISTI JEFCOAT 
3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  5  •  Hattiesburg,  MS 

264-6691 

www.magnoliatravelagency.com 

Toll  Free  1-800-718-8817 
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show  off  your  black  &  gold 

with  a  little  help  from  the  orange  and  blue 

>  southernmiss.net  dial-up  internet 

super  fast  dial-up  internet  at  a  low  monthly  rate, 
local  dial-up  numbers  throughout  Mississippi 

>  southernmiss.net  e-mail  account 

yourname@southernmiss.net  e-mail  account, 
regardless  of  your  internet  provider 

>  EagleVolP  phone  service 

call  AffimiL  RWliLWiE.  for  less  than  $25  per  month 
includes  premium  calling  features  -  voicemail,  call  forwarding,  caller  ID, 
sim  ring,  and  more  -  at  no  extra  charge 

signupatwww.southernmiss.net 


MegaGate 

broadband 


MegaGate  Broadband  is  the  phone  and  internet 
provider  of  choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni. 

1 .86.  MEGAGATE  •  www.megagate.com 


ARTS 


Five  in  Five  Campaign  on  Track,  Nears  $1  Million  Mark 


A  performance  by  Sir  James  and  Lady  Jeanne  Galway  last  fall  helped  support  the  Five  in  Five  Campaign. 


■  For  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Symphony  Orchestra, 
the  ability  to  recruit  stellar  students  is  at  the  top  of  the  priority  list. 
However,  with  budget  cuts  over  the  last  several  years  and  the  ever- 
increasing  need  to  compete  for  the  best  and  brightest  students  and 
performers,  the  Symphony  Orchestra  was  at  a  crossroads. 

Hence,  the  Five  in  Five  program  at  Southern  Miss  was  born. 

The  Five  in  Five  program,  which  has  a  goal  to  raise  $5  mil- 
lion in  five  years  to  benefit  the  Symphony  Orchestra's  Scholarship 
Endowment,  was  launched  in  April  of  2006.  Since  then,  funds  have 
been  raised  in  excess  of  $850,000,  leading  the  program  to  be  well  on 
its  way  of  meeting  the  $  1  million  average  over  the  five-year  span. 

Fund  raising  for  the  program  has  been  spearheaded  by  Dr.  Jay  Dean, 
director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters  Development  Office  and  a  10-member  volunteer  commit- 
tee that  solicits  donations  and  gifts  to  the  scholarship  endowment. 

"Our  orchestra  recruits  as  extensively,  or  perhaps  more  exten- 
sively, than  does  the  athletic  program,  where  we  literally  recruit 
talented  orchestra  students  from  all  over  the  world,"  Dr.  Dean  said. 
"We  currently  have  39  international  students  on  scholarship,  rep- 
resenting countries  including  Spain,  Mexico,  Honduras,  Colombia, 
Venezuela,  Cuba,  Brazil,  Argentina,  Bolivia  and  Chile. 


"The  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra  has  long  been  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  premier  university  orchestras  in  the  South,"  Dr. 
Dean  continued.  "We  launched  the  Five  in  Five  Campaign  to  keep 
our  quality  at  this  very  high  level." 

The  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra,  which  was  established 
in  1920  and  is  the  oldest  orchestra  in  Mississippi,  has  performed 
with  internationally  known  artists  such  as  Placido  Domingo,  Itzhak 
Pearlman,  Yo-Yo  Ma,  Ray  Charles  and  Doc  Severinsen. 

Included  among  the  generous  contributions  that  have  been 
given  to  the  Five  in  Five  Campaign  are  revenues  generated  from 
the  recent  Sir  James  and  Lady  Jeanne  Galway  performance  last  fall, 
along  with  donations  from  individual  donors,  organizations  and 
foundations.  Also,  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  from  the  upcoming 
"United  in  Song"  performance  on  May  5,  2007,  featuring  music 
from  Southern  Miss  alumna  Tena  Clark  76  and  talents  the  likes  of 
Patti  LaBelle  and  Dionne  Warwick,  will  provide  additional  funding 
for  this  endowment. 

For  more  information  or  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  Five  in 
Five  Campaign  or  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra,  please 
contact  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  Development  Office  at 
601.266.4545  or  toll-free  at  1.888.GIVEUSM. 


Graphic  design  student  Michael  Rucker,  left,  of  Meridian,  looks  at  artwork  on  display 
during  an  exhibit  opening  at  the  University's  Museum  of  Art  The  exhibit,  on  display 
through  March  9,  features  Native  Perspectives  on  the  Trail,  prints  from  the  Missoula 
Art  Museum  in  Montana,  and  Sprawl,  collaborative  works  by  Aaron  Wilson  and  Tim 
Dooley.  Admission  is  free. 


The  Museum  of  Art's  first  exhibition  of  2007  combined  tire  beauty  of  art  and  poetry 
through  the  works  of  visiting  art  professor  Jan  Laurens  Siesling  of  France,  and  the  late 
artist  Christopher  Karnes.  The  show  ran  for  two  weeks  in  January. 
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2007  BASEBALL  PREVIEW 

The  Drive  for  Five 

Golden  Eagles  Look  for  Another  Regional  Trip 

In  recent  years,  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  has  made  a  habit 
of  playing  in  the  postseason.  In  fact,  no  returning  Golden  Eagle  on 
the  current  roster  has  experienced  a  season  that  has  ended  prior 
to  play  in  an  NCAA  Regional.  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer  and  his 
squad,  picked  fourth  in  Conference  USA  by  the  leagues  coaches, 
hope  2007  is  no  different  in  that  regard. 

Leading  the  Golden  Eagles  into  the  season  is  a  group  of  veteran 
players  who  have  helped  Southern  Miss  post  a  125-63  record  over 
the  past  three  seasons.  The  Golden  Eagles  are  hoping  to  build  on  last 
year's  success  which  saw  them  finish  with  a  39-23  overall  record  and 
a  school-record,  fourth-straight  trip  to  the  NCAA  Regionals. 

Southern  Miss  returns  18  letterwinners  from  last  year's  team,  including 
five  position  starters  (Michael  Ewing  -  IB,  Trey  Sutton  (a  preseason  All- 
Conference  USA  selection)  -  2B,  Brian  Dozier-  SS,  Jody  Blount  -  RE  Luke 
Adkins  -  LF)  and  two  starting  pitchers  (Barry  Bowden,  David  Clark). 
Fifteen  redshirt  freshmen  and  reserves  from  last  year's  team  will  try  to 
break  into  the  lineup  and  pitching  rotation,  along  with  1 1  newcomers. 

Blount  (Sr.,  .294  BA,  8  2B,  10  HR,  47  RBI),  Dozier  (So,  .368,  8  2B, 
3  HR,  11  SB,  39  RBI),  Arkansas  transfer  James  Ewing  (So.,  .313  BA, 
15  2B,  8  HR,  41  RBI)  and  Sutton  (Jr.,  .375  BA,  14  2B,  4  HR,  32  RBI) 
look  to  lead  the  Golden  Eagles  into  the  new  season  from  the  field  and 
at  the  plate.  Leading  the  team  from  the  mound  will  be  Ryan  Belanger 
(Sr.,  8-3,  3.82  ERA),  Bowden  (Jr.,  3-2,  4.37  ERA),  Mike  Cashion  Or., 
4-1,  3.62  -  2005  stats)  and  Patrick  Ezell  (Sr.,  1-3,  5.17  ERA). 

Coming  off  a  trip  to  the  College  World  Series,  Rice  has  been 
selected  as  the  unanimous  preseason  favorite  in  the  2007  Conference 
USA  baseball  poll,  chosen  by  the  league's  nine  head  coaches. 

For  ticket  information,  call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at 
-800-844-TICK. 
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Ryan  Be/anger  P 


REMAINING  HOME  SCHEDULE 

Friday,  March  2,  6:30  p.m vs.  Louisiana-Lafayette 

Sat.,  March  3,  1  p.m vs.  Louisiana-Lafayette 

Sunday,  March  4,  1  p.m vs.  Louisiana-Lafayette 

Tues.,  March  13,  6:30  p.m vs.  Se  Louisiana 

Friday,  March  16,  6:30  p.m vs.  Kent  State 

Sat.,  March  17,  1  p.m vs.  Kent  State 

Sunday,  March  18,  noon vs.  Kent  State 

Friday,  March  23,  6:30  p.m vs.  Rice* 

Sat.,  March  24,  3  p.m vs.  Rice* 

Sunday,  March  25,  1  p.m vs.  Rice* 

Tues,  April  3,  6:30  p.m vs.  Nicholls  State 

Wed.  April  11,  6:30  p.m vs.  Mississippi 

Friday,  April  13,  6:30  p.m vs.  Tulane* 

Sat.,  April  14,  4  p.m vs.  Tulane* 

Sunday,  April  15,  1  p.m vs.  Tulane* 

Wed.,  April  18,  6:30  p.m vs.  Louisiana-Monroe 

Friday,  April  20,  6:30  p.m vs.  UAB* 

Sat.,  April  21,  4  p.m vs.  UAB* 

Sunday,  April  22,  1  p.m vs.  UAB* 

Friday,  May  4.  6:30  p.m vs.  Marshall* 

Sat.,  May  5.  4  p.m vs.  Marshall* 

Sunday,  May  6,  1  p.m vs.  Marshall* 

Sat.  May  12,  3  p.m vs.  Dallas  Baptist 

Sunday,  May  13,  1  p.m vs.  Dallas  Baptist 

*  indicates  Conference  USA  game 


2007  SOFTBALL  PREVIEW 

Fresh  Faces 

Lady  Eagle  Roster  Filled  With  Newcomers 

Southern  Miss  Softball  Coach  Gay  McNutt  acknowledges  the 
daunting  challenge  she  and  her  Lady  Eagles  face.  Each  time  Southern 
Miss  takes  the  field  in  2007  it  likely  will  do  so  as  a  less  experienced 
squad  than  its  opponent. 

McNutt  says,  however,  all  is  not  lost. 

"We'll  probably  have  five  or  six  freshmen  starting,"  McNutt  said. 
"This  will  be  the  least  experienced  and  youngest  crew  I've  ever  had 
on  the  field,  but  there  is  going  to  be  a  lot  of  heart  out  there.  That  can 
carry  you  a  long  way." 

McNutt  expects  Melissa  Prouty  who  is  the  lone  senior  on  the 
Lady  Eagles'  roster,  to  be  a  leader  on  and  off  the  field.  With  little 
experience  on  the  roster,  however,  the  head  coach  says  juniors 
Jennifer  Fox,  a  team  captain,  and  Allison  Bullard,  as  well  as  some 
younger  players,  will  have  to  play  leadership  roles  as  well. 

"Pdght  now,  we're  focusing  on  getting  them  to  come  together," 
McNutt  said.  "I'm  sure  you've  heard  other  coaches  say  the  best  thing 
about  freshmen  is  that  they're  going  to  be  sophomores.  They're  good 
ball  players,  but  they're  freshmen  and  are  going  to  make  mistakes." 

The  Lady  Eagles,  who  were  picked  seventh  by  Conference  USA 
coaches,  will  be  led  at  the  plate  by  Fox,  an  All-Conference  preseason 
selection.  Last  season,  Fox  recorded  a  .319  batting  average,  with  11 
doubles,  seven  home  runs  and  46  RBI,  placing  her  on  the  2006  All- 
Conference  First  Team. 

Southern  Miss  finished  the  2006  season  with  a  29-38  overall 
record  and  a  C-USA  mark  of  11-13. 

Unfortunately,  a  few  Lady  Eagles  entered  the  season  suffering 
with  injuries.  Sophomore  pitcher  Samantha  Davis,  one  of  only  two 
pitchers  on  the  roster,  has  some  numbness  in  her  pitching  arm  and 
has  experienced  some  swelling,  but  is  expected  to  recover.  Also, 
freshman  Brittany  Wright  is  battling  back  from  knee  surgery,  and 
freshman  Megan  Hill  is  still  recovering  from  a  shoulder  injury  but 
began  the  season  as  the  team's  designated  player. 


REMAINING  HOME  SCHEDULE 

Wed.,  March  7,  6  p.m Southeastern  La. 

Sat.,  March  10,  TBA vs.  Houston  *  (DH) 

Sunday,  March  11,  TBA vs.  Houston  * 

Sat.,  March  31,  TBA..... vs.  Memphis*  (DH) 

Sunday,  April  1,  TBA vs.  Memphis* 

Sat.,  April  14,  TBA vs.  UTEP*  (DH) 

Sunday,  April  15,  TBA vs.  UTEP* 

Tues.,  April  24,  6  p.m vs.  Mississippi  State 

Sat.,  May  5,  TBA vs.  East  Carolina*  (DH) 

Sunday,  May  6,  TBA vs.  East  Carolina* 

*  indicates  Conference  USA  game 


^ainp^s|Bp4k^fart 

Your  #1  Source  for 

Southern  Miss  Apparel, 

Gifts  and  More 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 

Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1-888-712-5083 

Shop  Online        www.campusbookmart.com 
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Top  RB  Signs  With  Golden  Eagles 


One  of  the  nations  top  prep  run- 
ning backs  was  among  30  football 
standouts  who  signed  with  Southern 
Miss  on  National  Signing  Day,  Feb.  7. 

Antwain  Easterling,  from  Miami 
Northwestern  High  School  in  Miami, 
Fla.,  was  ranked  as  the  nations  No. 
5  running  back  by  ESPN.com  and 
represents  one  of  the  most  highly 
regarded  prospects  the  Golden  Eagles 
have  ever  signed. 

"1  think  we  had  a  good  day,  and  our 
staff  is  extremely  pleased  with  the  qual- 
ity of  this  class,"  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower 
said.  "We  met  a  lot  of  our  target  needs, 
and  above  all,  we  got  some  good  kids." 

Easterling  rushed  for  more  than 
2 ,800  yards  as  a  senior. 

"He's  very,  very  good,"  Bower  said. 
"He  can  make  you  miss,  and  he's  got 
breakaway  speed."  Easterling  joins  a 
crowded  backfield  led  by  Damion 
Fletcher,  who  rushed  for  nearly  1 ,400 
yards  a  freshman  last  season. 


The  class  includes 


Gene  Anderson 


James  Brady 


Andrew  Burns 


Levi  Carlton 


Ken  Dailev 


Antwain  Easterling 


Justin  Estes 


Darin  Farris 


V.J.  Floyd 


Julius  Gray 


Tim  Green 


Randy  Hardin 


Rashod  Henry 


Logan  Hickman 


Brennan  Houston 


Chico  Hunter 


Deddric  Jones 


Cordarro  Law 


Antonio  Leonard 


Pernell  McPhee 


Johdrick  Morris 


Cameron  O'Neal 


Micah  Pellerin 


Jamar  Shelton 


Jeremy  Snowden 


Blake  Spiers 


William  Spight 


Jake  Thames 


Jamison  Wadley 


Korey  Williams 
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WR 


LB 
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6-1 


6-2 


5-11 


5-9 
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5-10 


6-5 


6-3 
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6-3 


6-4 
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6-3 


6-2 
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6-4 


6-3 
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6-1 


5-10 


6-3 


6-2 


5-10 


6-5 


6-3 
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205 


270 


245 


175 


200 


185 


160 


171 


191 


325 


190 


185 


165 


265 


270 


190 


230 


230 


195 


230 


195 


180 


182 


175 


195 


230 


160 


254 


218 


220 


Poplarville,  Miss. /Pearl  River  CC 


Picayune,  Miss./Picayune  HS 


Columbiana,  Ala. /Shelby  County  HS 


Theodore,  Ala./Theodore  HS 


Mobile,  Ala./Baker  HS 


Miami.  Fla. /Miami  Northwestern  HS 


Marietta,  Ohio/Marietta  HS 


Petal,  Miss./Petal  HS 


Orlando,  Fla. /Bishop  Moore  Catholic  HS 


Poplarville,  Miss./Pearl  River  CC 


Columbia,  S.C./Spring  Valley  HS 


Jacksonville,  Fla. /The  Bolles  School 


Lumberton,  Miss./Lumberton  HS 


Gulf  Shores,  Ala./Gulf  Shores  HS 


Norwalk,  Calif./Cerritos  College 


Vicksburg,  Miss./Warrren  Central  HS 


Bastrop,  La./Bastrop  HS 


York,  Ala./Sumter  County  HS 


Jonesboro,  La./Jonesboro-Hodge  HS 


Pahokee,  Fla./Pahokee  HS 


Baton  Rouge,  La./Central  HS 


Citronelle,  Ala./Citronelle  HS 


Madison,  Miss./Saint  Joseph  HS 


West  Point,  Miss.AA/est  Point  HS 


Liberty,  Miss./Amite  County  HS 


Brandon,  Miss. /Copiah-Lincoln  CC 


Montgomery,  Ala. /Jefferson  Davis  HS 


Monticello,  Miss./Lawrence  County  HS 


Attalla,  Ala./Etowah  HS 


New  Orleans,  La./Edna  Karr  HS 
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3100  HWY.  49  NORTH 
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6762  HWY.  49  NORTH 

Hattiesburg.  MS  •  268-7448 

416  HWY  42 

Petal.  MS  •  545-9933 

3955  VETERANS  MEMORIAL  DR. 

Hattiesburg.  MS  •  268-9591 

6470  HWY.  98  WEST 

Hattiesburg,  MS  •  296-1696 
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ATHLETIC 


NEWS 


Muddy  With  Construction 


Construction  crews  have  been  busy  across  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  as  additions  and  improvement  are  being  made  concurrently  on  nearly  all 
of  the  University's  athletic  facilities.  The  projects  include  an  extensive  renovation  of  Reed  Green  Coliseum,  the  addition  of  a  new  press  box  and 
sky  boxes  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  and  construction  that  will  enclose  the  south  end  zone  of  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 


Budgeted  at  nearly  $8  million,  improvements  to  Reed  Green  Coliseum  will  include  the  renovation  and  building  of  locker  rooms,  coaches 
offices,  academic  and  meeting  space  for  both  men's  and  women's  basketball,  as  well  as  a  training  room  and  weight  room.  The  project  is 
scheduled  for  completion  in  March  2008. 


Site  preparation  is  underway  for  a  construction  project  that  will  enclose  the  south  end  zone  of  M.M. 
Roberts  Football  Stadium.  The  five-level  addition  to  "The  Rock"  will  consist  of  luxury  suites,  club  level  seat- 
ing and  a  new  ticket  office  and  plaza  area,  and  more.  The  project  is  expected  to  add  approximately  4,000 
seats  to  the  stadium,  and  be  completed  in  time  for  the  2008  football  season. 
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CLUB 


Circle  of  Champions  Program  Surpasses  100  members 

With  the  addition  of  the  following  families,  the  Circle  of 
Champions  now  stands  at  102  members.  The  comprehensive  mem- 
bership program  for  top-level  annual  athletic  donors  is  comprised 
of  individuals  and  businesses  from  across  the  Southeast  that  have  a 
common  bond-a  love  of  Southern  Miss  athletics. 

The  main  two  purposes  of  the  program  are  to  pay  for  annual  athletic 
scholarships  and  to  provide  for  continued  modernization  and  growth 
of  athletic  facilities.  Donors  must  commit  to  a  minimum  of  $10,000 
per  year  for  10  years,  which  includes  an  Eagle  Club  contribution  to  be 
determined  by  the  donor  and  the  athletic  director. 

New  members  of  the  Circle  of  Champions  include 

•  Ric  and  Judy  Corts  -  Ric  and  Judy,  the  local  owners  of  REMAX 
Real  Estate  Partners  Inc.,  have  been  longtime  supporters  of  the 
athletic  program  and  are  ardent  basketball  fans.  Ric  has  formerly 
served  on  the  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  and  is  pres- 
ently on  the  Real  Estate  Council.  Though  Ric  and  Judy  graduated 
from  college  in  Ohio,  they  have  been  longtime  Hattiesburg  resi- 
dents and  their  daughter,  Julie  Burks,  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  and  their  son-in-law,  John,  is  the  assistant  dean  of  students 
for  Greek  Life. 

•  Southern  Miss  alumni  Miles  and  Linda  Newton  reside  in 
Pensacola  and  became  the  100th  Circle  of  Champions  mem- 
bers this  past  November.  Miles  and  Linda  are  Life  Members  of 
the  Alumni  Association,  and  Miles  is  a  member  of  the  College 
of  Business'  advisory  council.  Linda  also  received  her  doctor- 
ate from  Nova  University  and  worked  as  an  administrator  in 
the  Escambia  County  (Fla.)  school  system.  Miles  is  presently 
in  real  estate  in  Perdido  Key,  Fla.,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Hattiesburg 
and  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


Eric  "Poncho"  and  Wanda  James,  along  with  daughters  Kelsey,  18,  and  Lainey,  5,  are 
new  members  of  the  Circle  of  Champions. 

•  Eric  "Poncho"  and  Wanda  James,  along  with  daughters 
Kelsey,  18,  and  Lainey,  5,  are  owners  of  Sumrall  Recycling 
Services  Inc.  in  Sumrall.  They  reside  in  Petal  and  are  members 
of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

•  Will  and  Linda  Spann  are  graduates  of  Southern  Miss.  The 
Spanns  recently  moved  to  Hattiesburg  after  Will  retired 
as  chief  systems  information  officer  with  the  Department 
of  Public  Safety  after  36  years  of  service.  Their  daughter. 
Lindsay,  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  2005  with  a  major 
in  marine  biology.  Will  and  Linda  are  longtime  season 
ticket  holders  and  Eagle  Club  members  who  support  all  the 
Southern  Miss  teams. 


Golden  Moon  Classic  to  Honor  Ray  Guy 


Friday  / 
$55  (No 


The  Second  Annual  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  at  the 
Pearl  River  Resort  in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  provides  a  won- 
derful opportunity  to  mingle  with  past  Golden  Eagle  foot- 
ball players  and  the  current  coaching  staff  in  an  informal 
environment.   Tournament  information  follows: 

•  Practice  round  Sunday  for  $30  (normally  $99) 

•  Room  Rates  at  the  Pearl  River  Resort: 
Saturday  night  -  $75;  Sunday  /  Monday 
minimum  stay) 

•  Early  commitments  include  Ray  Guy,  Louis  Lipps, 
Sammy  Winder,  Reggie  Collier,  Aubrey  Matthews  and 
coaches  Bobby  Collins,  Ray  Perkins  and  Jeff  Bower. 

•  Entry  fee  is  $150  per  person  or  "Sponsor  a  Celebrity" 
(The  celebrity  stays  with  your  foursome  the  entire  time 
for  $l,000-this  includes  four  golfers  and  the  celebrity.) 
All  proceeds  from  the  auction  and  the  golf  tournament 
go  to  establish  the  Ray  Guy  football  endowment  at 
Southern  Miss. 

To  reserve  rooms  call  the  Pearl  River  Resort  at 
1.866.44PEARL,  Ext  2.  Please  mention  special  code 
USMGLF  To  enter  please  e-mail  Richard.Vogel@usm.edu  or 
call  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5340. 


Inaugural  Lady  Eagle 
Classic  to  be  Held  at 
Shadow  Ridge 


ShadowRidge 

The  inaugural  Lady  Eagle  Basketball 
Golf  Classic  will  be  held  Friday,  April 
20,  at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club  in 
Hattiesburg.  The  tournament  offers  a 
chance  to  socialize  with  the  Lady  Eagle 
players  and  coaches  and  the  shotgun 
start  at  12:30  p.m.  allows  for  enough 
time  to  make  the  opening  pitch  of  the 
Southern  Miss  baseball  teams  game 
with  UAB  that  evening. 

Registration,  practice,  putting  tour- 
nament and  lunch  begin  at  1 1  a.m. 

For  more  information,  call 
601.266.6444. 
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Attention: 

Alumni  Association  members 

with  children  or  grandchildren 

graduating  high  school 


Legacy  Scholars  Program 


The  Legacy  Scholars  Program  is  available  for  eligible  high  school 
seniors.  The  five  awards  are  one-time,  $1,000  scholarships  given  to 
the  children  or  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  graduates.  The  schol- 
arship will  be  awarded  based  on  demonstrated  leadership,  academic 
performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community  involvement. 

To  be  eligible,  candidates  must  enroll  full-time  for  the  upcoming  fall 
semester.  At  least  one  parent  or  grandparent  of  the  candidate  must  hold 
a  degree  from  the  University  and  be  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  for  the  immediate  past  10  years  or  be  a  Life  Member. 
Applications  will  be  considered  for  students  entering  Southern  Miss 
as  freshmen.  Applications  can  be  obtained  at  the  Ogletree  Alumni 
House,  the  USM  Foundation,  or  through  the  University  Admissions 
Office  and  must  be  submitted  to  the  Alumni  Association  office  by 
March  15. 


For  more  information  about  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program,  call  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013.  Applications  can 
be  downloaded  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


SHOTS 


As  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  the  warmest  black  and  gold.  And,  when  you  brave  the  condition  in  your  Southern 
Miss  gear,  be  sure  to  let  us  know.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  pnnt  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a 
future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


Hattiesburg  Boys  and  Girls  Club  mem- 
bers, along  with  sponsors  from  the  South 
Central  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  have  fun  with  Southern 
Miss  mascot  Seymour,  at  Reed  Green 
Coliseum,  just  prior  to  a  Golden  Eagle 
basketball  game. 

Whitney  Breazeale  from  Wiggins  was  just 
one  of  the  children  from  Southern  Miss' 
Children's  Center  for  Communication  and 
Development  who  helped  the  Alumni 
Association  staff  celebrate  the  holidays  by 
decorating  the  Christmas  tree  in  the  foyer 
of  the  Ogletree  House. 

Proof  that  even  fish  are  attracted  to  black 
and  gold,  future  Golden  Eagle  Kran  Howell, 
with  father  Paige  '87,  caught  this  whopper 
while  wearing  his  Southern  Miss  hat. 

Becky  Sullivan  '86  may  live  in  Texas,  but 
her  car  tag  still  reflects  her  ties  to  Southern 
Miss.  Along  for  the  ride  is  Sullivan's  niece, 
Carrie  Sullivan,  daughter  of  Joe  '92  and 
Erin  Sullivan. 

Jason  Dean  '97  and  additional  members  of 
the  White  House  Fellows  program  visited 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  in  November. 
White  House  Fellows  typically  spend  one 
year  working  as  full-time,  paid  special 
assistants  to  senior  White  House  staff, 
Cabinet  secretaries,  and  other  top-rank- 
ing government  officials.  Above,  Dean 
discusses  the  recovery  of  the  University's 
Gulf  Coast  operations  with  Associate 
Provost  Pat  Joachim  '76,  '93,  '98. 

Maj.  Gen.  Jeff  Hammond  '79,  '86,  left,  is 
joined  by  Col.  Joe  Burckel  '75  moments 
after  Hammond's  promotion  ceremony 
to  the  rank  of  major  general.  The  former 
roommates  were  both  also  quarterbacks 
on  the  Golden  Eagle  football  team. 

Donna  '82  and  Col.  Russ  Cloy  '82  brought  a 
little  more  gold  (as  well  as  black)  to  Ft.  Knox 
hosting  a  tailgating  party  prior  to  the  Golden 
Eagle  football  game  against  Marshall. 


*  For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni® 
usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumm. 
com.  Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included  in 
the  Spring  2007  edition  is  March  15. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


960s 


DANNY  COOK  '63  retired  from  full-time 
duties  at  the  Chattanooga  Times  Free  Press. 
Cook  had  been  with  the  paper  since  1968. 
He  continues  to  freelance  write  for  the  paper 
and  other  publications. 

JIM  DUNN  '64  has  created  Plane  Reaction, 
a  company  which  aims  to  offer  better  skill 
training  for  airline  crews  so  they  can  better 
diffuse  anger,  respond  to  crisis  and  interact 
more  effectively  to  produce  a  safe,  efficient 
and  positive  flying  experience. 

BUBBA  PROTHRO  '65  has  retired  following 
36  years  as  a  science  teacher  and  wrestling 
coach  in  the  Bay  County  School  District. 


1970s 


RUTH  ANN  M.  BROOME  70,  77  has  been 
honored  by  the  faculty  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Nutrition  and  Food  Systems  department 
with  a  dietetics  scholarship  in  her  name. 
The  endowed  scholarship  was  first  awarded 
in  2006. 

SUSAN  HUGHES  TINNON  72,  '90  has 
recently  been  named  director  of  human 
resources  for  the  laboratory  products  group 
of  Thermo-Fisher  Scientific  Corporation. 
Thermo-Fisher  Scientific,  based  in  Watham, 
Mass.,  is  a  worldwide  manufacturer  of  pre- 
cision equipment  for  medical  and  research 
fields.  Tinnon  joined  the  company  in  2005. 
She  and  her  husband  GENE  '61  currently 
reside  in  the  Asheville,  N.C.,  area. 

J.  LARRY  WARE  72  has  joined  the  staff  of 
Fannie  Mae  at  its  headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Ware  is  the  facilities  manager  of  the 
D.C.  campus  and  is  responsible  for  14  build- 
ings and  over  one  million  square  feet  of  space 
used  by  the  nation's  largest  mortgage  lender. 


CAROL  ANN   CRAPPS   DRANE   74  was 

inducted  into  the  Mississippi  Hall  of  Master 
Teachers  at  Mississippi  University  for  Women. 
Drane  serves  as  special  populations  coordina- 
tor at  Canton  Career  Center. 

STEVEN  L.  DOYLE  75  is  serving  as  the 
associate  managing  editor  of  content  develop- 
ment for  the  Orlando  Sentinel.  Doyle  coordi- 
nates strategic  and  operational  planning  for 
the  editorial  department,  coordinates  interde- 
partmental initiatives,  manages  new  product 
development  and  oversees  editonal  research. 

SARAH    HARKINS    FINNICUM    76   was 

promoted  to  senior  executive  service  with  the 
G4  of  the  department  of  the  Army.  She  will 
serve  as  the  director  of  maintenance. 

PAMELA    SWALES    SUMRALL    77,    '82 

has  retired  from  teaching  after  more  than 
29  years.  Sumrall  has  two  granddaughters, 
Jasmine,  3,  and  Amber,  2. 

MICHAEL  MARKS  77,79  took  his  national- 
ly acclaimed  drama  group 
from  Hattiesburg  High 
School  to  Washington, 
D.C,  to  help  raise  money 
for  schools  in  south 
Mississippi.  Marks  and 
the  students  performed 
their  play,  The  Katrina 
Project:  Hell  and  High 
Water,  during  a  fund- 
raising  gala  targeted  for 
members  of  Congress 
and  philanthropic  orga- 
nizations at  The  John 
F  Kennedy  Center  for 
Performing  Arts. 


ALBERT  MCCOY  78  has 

accepted  the  position  of 
director  of  office  manage- 
ment and  budget  for 
Sacramento  Regional 

Transit     District.     McCoy 
relocated  to  California  from 
Oregon,  where  he  was  bud- 
get director  for  Southern  Oregon  University 
in  Ashland,  Ore. 

JOHN  E  SOLOMON  78  was  appointed 
national  business  development  leader  of 
specialty  foods  for  Multisorb  Technologies. 
Solomon  will  be  responsible  for  expand- 
ing Multisorb's  business  in  diverse  food 
packaging  markets,  including  organics  and 
natural  foods. 

ELAINE  M.  CONEY  79,  '97  was  named 
2006  -  2007  Humanities  Instructor  of  the 
Year  at  Southwest  Mississippi  Community 
College.  Dr.  Coney  teaches  English  and 
Spanish  classes  at  the  college. 


MAXINE  BADON 

BIERBAUM      78,      '80 

retired  after  31  years  in 
public  education  as  a 
librarian  and  an  English 
instructor.  Her  last  18 
years  were  at  Southwest 
Mississippi  Community 
College  in  Summit.  She 
resides  in  McComb  and 
especially  enjoys  going  to 
Florida  to  spend  time  with 
her  children  and  grandson. 
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"Scopophilia" 
Selby  Parker  '60,  '70 
256  pages,  $21.95 
PublishAmerica,  2006 

Selby  Parker's  latest  novel 
is  a  shocking  and  imagina- 
tive tale  of  murder,  mayhem 
and  out-of-body  fantasies, 
filled  with  plot  twists  and 
provocative  issues  that  tear 
at  the  fabric  of  three  families 
who  become  involved  with 
a  New  York  psychiatrist.  A 
rich  Jewish  widow  recover- 
ing from  a  failed  marriage,  a 
Vietnam  veteran  who  suffers 
night  terrors  and  a  success- 
ful Jewish  businessman  who 
learns  that  his  mother  was 
a  mistress  to  a  Cuban  mob- 
ster all  make  for  interesting 
clients,  while  endangering 
the  psychiatrist's  life.  Rich 
with  descriptive  details  of 
London,  San  Francisco  and  Sicily,  the  novel  offers  gritty  realism, 
powerful  characters  and  historical  fantasy  all  woven  together  in 
a  common  thread. 

Selby  Parker  is  a  U.S.  Navy  veteran  and  most  recently  served 
as  a  vocational  rehabilitation  and  counseling  officer  with  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Dr.  Parker  received  his 
master's  and  doctoral  degrees  from  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  He  has  been  a  college  counselor,  college  educator 
and  counseling  psychologist  at  various  notable  institutions.  He 
was  also  the  first  Youth  Court  Counselor  appointed  under  the 
Youth  Court  Act  to  serve  Hattiesburg  in  1960. 

"Scopophilia"  is  Parker's  third  book  and  is  available  at  online 
book  retailers. 


"DOG  Gone  Christmas" 
Terry  Miles  '99 
218  pages,  $15.95 
iUniverse.com,  2006 

Seven  years  ago,  housekeeper  Maudelle  Perkins  found  Horace 
Fletcher,  director  of  Shady  Rest  Funeral  Home,  dead  at  his  desk. 
Cyrus  Dedeaux,  one  of  three  morticians  hired  by  Mrs.  Fletcher, 
was  declared  guilty.  However,  new  DNA  evidence,  presented  by 
his  lawyer,  has  proven  Dedeaux  innocent,  and  he  has  been  set 


free.  Three  days  after  Cyrus  returned,  there  has  been  an  alleged 
attempted  murder  on  Rose  Fletcher,  Horace's  widow,  and  a  body 
has  washed  up  on  the  beach.  During  an  impromptu  shopping 
spree,  Aunt  Jewels  and  a  dog,  Maggie  May,  are  kidnapped  and 
dognapped,  respectively.  Mystery,  mayhem  and  merriment,  fol- 
low these  sleuths  as  they  weave  their  humor,  crime  solving  tactics 
and  hilarious  antics  through  a  host  of  unsavory  characters. 

Terry  Miles  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  English  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1999.  She  currently  works 
for  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  at  the  University's 
Gulf  Park  campus.  "DOG  Gone  Christmas"  is  Miles'  fifth  book. 
"DOG  Gone  Christmas"  is  available  in  local  bookstores  and  at 
online  book  retailers. 


"Gospel  Harmony:  From  the  Four  Gospels  One  Story" 
Ron  Austin  '76 
260  pages,  $18.70 
Authorhouse,  2006 

"Gospel  Harmony"  is  the 
story  of  the  earthly  life  and 
times  of  Jesus  Christ,  born  of 
a  virgin.  The  book  deals  with 
John  the  Baptist,  His  fore- 
runner; the  12  disciples;  His 
friends;  His  antagonists,  and 
His  basic  message,  repent, 
for  the  kingdom  of  Heaven 
is  at  hand. 

"Gospel  Harmony"  is  a 
Biblically  based  compilation 
that  summarily  and  succinct- 
ly chronicles  the  life  and 
ministry  of  Christ  as  report- 
ed in  the  four  gospels. 

Ron  Austin  is  a  U.S.  Air 
Force  and  U.S.  Navy  veteran. 
In  the  past  he  has  worked 
as  a  teacher  and  parole  offi- 
cer and  he  earned  a  master's  degree  in  physical  education  with 
emphasis  in  athletic  administration  and  coaching  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1976.  Austin  has  utilized 
his  interest  in  ministry  through  church  and  community  ser- 
vice with  great  enjoyment.  He  is  currently  a  choir  member  and 
Sunday  School  Teacher  at  Greater  Saint  Mark  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  in  Tuskegee,  Ala.  Austin  and  his  wife,  Minnie  "81.  are  Lite 
Members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
"Gospel  Harmony"  is  available  at  online  book  retailers. 
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LARRY    HARRINGTON     80 

has  been  named  vice  presi- 
dent for  business  development 
in  the  BE&K  Government 
Group. 


RONDA  PARRISH  '82  was  elected  2007 
president  of  the  South  Carolina  chapter  of  the 
Appraisal  Institute.  The  institute  celebrates 
its  diamond  anniversary  this  year. 

LAURIE    STRINGER    MOORHEAD     83, 

'93  was  recognized  by  the  Tennessee  Parent 
Teacher  Association  as  the  Tennessee  State 
PTA  Outstanding  Teacher  for  the  2005  -  2006 
school  year.  Moorhead  teaches  second  grade 
at  Tara  Oaks  Elementary  in  Collierville,  Tenn. 
Moorhead  is  married  to  JOHN  ROBERT 
(BOBBY)  MOORHEAD  JR.  '84,  and  they  just 
recently  celebrated  their  24th  anniversary. 

JERRY  W.  NETTLES  '85  and  his  wife, 
Christy,  announce  the  Oct.  2,  2006,  birth  of 
their  son,  Blake  Alan  Nettles.  Blake  is  named 
after  DANIEL  BLAKE  NETTLES  78  and 

joins  big  brother,  Henry,  3. 

TODD  SCHEXNAYDER  85  has  been 
appointed  senior  vice  president  of  human 
resources  for  Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of 
Louisiana. 


TROY  DANIELS  '88  was  recently  named 
director  of  human  resources  support  for  Forrest 
General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg.  Daniels  has 
been  with  the  hospital  for  12  years. 

ROBERT  GOSS  '88  was  recently  named 
senior  category  manager  for  metals  with  the 
strategic  sourcing  and  category  management 
team  for  Halliburton  Energy  Services  at  their 
world  operations  headquarters  in  Houston, 
Texas.  Goss  was  also  elected  to  the  2007  term 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Institute  for 
Supply  Managements  Steel  Buyers  Forum. 

DONALD  N.  LOGAN  JR  '88  and  his  wife,  Luz 
Helena  Luna  Logan,  are  expecting  their  first  child 
in  the  spring.  The  couple  lives  in  Browntown, 
Va.,  near  Shenandoah  National  Park. 

STEPHEN  A.  WERTZ  '89  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
U.S.  Army.  Lt.  Col.  Wertz  is  the  operations 
officer  for  the  3rd  Battlefield  Coordination 
Detachment  at  Osan  Airbase,  Republic  of 
Korea.  His  wife,  the  former  MELISSA  TIMS 
'89  of  Poplarville,  and  children,  Rachel,  10, 
and  Sam,  8,  are  with  him  in  Korea. 

JOSEPH   VOLMER  WHITE    89,    93,   '99, 

'02  was  recently  appointed  superintendent  of 
schools  for  the  Philadelphia  (Mississippi)  Public 
School  Distnct.  His  son,  JOSEPH  VOLMER 


WHITE  II  '06,  is  currently  in  his  first  year 
as  a  physical  education  teacher  at  Pearl  River 
Central  Elementary  School  in  McNeill. 

1990s 

BILLY  W.  STEWART  '90,  '93 

was  recently  selected  as  one  of 
only  24  community  college 
aders  across  the  nation  to 
attend  the  prestigious  Executive 
Leadership  Institute  sponsored 
by  the  League  for  Innovation  in 
the  Community  College  in  cooperation  with  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin  and  the  American 
Association  of  Community  Colleges.  Stewan 
serves  as  vice  president  for  administration  at 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College. 

CHRISTOPHER  '91  and  THERESA 
MASKER  ANDERSON  '91,  '95  moved  with 
their  two  children  to  St.  Louis.  Christopher 
accepted  the  position  of  liver  transplant  sur- 
gery fellow  at  Barnes  Jewish  Hospital. 

SCOTT  '91,  '92  and 
CHRISTY  SMITH 
KERSH  '94  announce 
the  Aug.  2,  2006, 
birth  of  their  son, 
Jeremy  Thomas. 
Jeremy  is  welcomed  by  his  brother,  Tyler,  7. 
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Mac  Deaver 


Deaver  Becomes  First  Mississippian 
to  Lead  ABA  Division 

The  State  Association  Division  of  the  American 
Bankers  Association  (ABA)  recently  elected  Mac 
Deaver  76  as  its  2006-2007  chairman. 

Deaver  currently  serves  as  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association,  a  position  he  has 
held  since  1993.  The  State  Association  Division  is 
comprised  of  chief  executives  of  bankers  associa- 
tions of  all  50  states  and  Puerto  Rico  and  works  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  banking  industry  through  the  coopera- 
tive efforts  of  the  state  associations  and  the  ABA.  As  division  chair- 
man, Deaver  will  be  a  member  of  the  ABA  Board  of  Directors. 

The  first  chairman  from  Mississippi,  Deaver  joins  a  list  of  34 
executives  who  have  chaired  the  State  Association  Division  since  its 
inception  in  1972. 

Deaver    has    previously    served    as    a    member    of   the    ABAs 
Communications  Council,  the  Council  of  State  Association  and 
the  State  Association  Division  Executive  Committee.  He  previously 
served  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  as  legislative  counsel. 
He  currently  serves  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  Mississippians  for 
Economic  Progress  and  is  a  past  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Society  of  Association  Executives. 
Deaver  and  his  wife,  Susan,  live  in  Jackson. 

Alumni  Take  Leadership  Roles  at  Advertising 
Institution 

GodwinGroup,  one  of  the  South's  largest  and 
oldest  advertising  agencies,  recently  promoted  or 
expanded  the  job  descriptions  of  a  number  of  their 
employees  and  three  Southern  Miss  alumni  were 
among  the  group.  Donna  Ritchey  '87  and  John 
McKie  76  were  both  named  partner  /  executive 
vice  president  and  Danny  Mitchell  70,  71  will 
stay  in  his  role  as  chairman  /  senior  partner  of  the 
agency  with  a  new  focus. 

Ritchey  joined  the  agency  in  1989  and  has  been  a 
stockholder  since  1995.  She  will  continue  to  focus 
on  strategic  consulting  and  issues  management.  She 
also  serves  on  the  agency's  board  of  directors. 

McKie  joined  GodwinGroup  in  2000  as  the  agen- 
cy's vice  president  of  customer  relationship  marketing 
and  was  later  promoted  to  senior  vice  president. 

Both  McKie  and  Ritchey  will  serve  on  the 
agency's  eight-member  executive  committee,  a  new 
entity  formed  to  oversee  agency  operations. 

Mitchell  joined  GodwinGroup  in  1983  as  senior 
vice  president  and  was  named  the  agency's  presi- 
dent in  1988  and  chairman  /  CEO  in  1994.  In  his 
role  as  chairman  /  senior  partner,  Mitchell  directs 
business  development  efforts  and  serves  as  counsel 
to  several  of  Godwin  Group's  major  clients. 


Danny  Mitchell 


Donna  Ritchey 


Roberts  Gains  Air  National  Guard  Promotion 

Alex  D.  "Don"  Roberts  71  recently  had  two  reasons  to  celebrate. 
In  May,  Roberts  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  and 
to  the  position  of  chief  of  staff  with  the  Mississippi  Air  National 
Guard. 

As  chief  of  staff,  Roberts  assists  the  commander  and  adjutant 
general  in  formulating,  developing  and  coordinating  all  programs, 
policies  and  plans,  ensuring  the  combat  readiness  of  an  air  refueling 
wing,  an  airlift  wing,  an  air  support  operations  squadron,  a  combat 
readiness  training  center,  combat  communication  squadron  and  a 
civil  engineering  squadron. 

The  general  entered  the  Mississippi  Air  National  Guard  in  February 
1968  and  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  in  1976.  He  com- 
pleted numerous  assignments  within  the  Wing,  including  flight  and 
squadron  command  progressing  to  commander.  In  July  2001,  he 
was  assigned  the  position  of  director  of  support  of  the  Joint  Force 
Headquarters  of  the  Mississippi  Air  National  Guard.  The  general  was 
appointed  executive  support  staff  officer  in  June  2004,  a  position  he 
held  before  assuming  his  current  assignment. 

Brig.  Gen.  Roberts  and  his  wife,  Jerry  72,  79,  reside  in 
Ridgeland. 

Alumni  Taking  Top  Posts  at  Economic 
Development  Council 

Angie  Cognevich  '92  has  been  elected  secretary 
/  treasurer  of  the  Southern  Economic  Development 
Council  (SEDC). 

Cognevich  was  elected  at  the  council's  annual 
conference  in  Orlando,  Fla.  Through  the  next  three 
terms,  she  will  ascend  through  the  officer  chairs  to 
become  chairman  of  the  17-state  regional  profes- 
sional association.  She  will  be  the  third  female  in 
the  60-year  history  of  the  organization  to  serve  as 
chairman. 

Cognevich  represents  both  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority 
and  the  state  of  Mississippi  on  the  board.  In  2006,  she  received  the 
Chairman's  Award  for  outstanding  contributions  and  dedication  to 
the  association. 


Angie  Cognevich 


John  McKie 


f~~  Cognevich  joins  another  Southern  Miss  alumnus. 

Robert  Ingram  70,  71,  as  a  council  leader. 
Ingram  currently  serves  as  1st  chairman  of  the 
SEDC.  In  2008,  he  will  lead  the  organization  as 
chairman. 
Ingram  has  more  than  30  years  of  diversified, 
comprehensive  economic  development  experience 
Robert  Ingram  m  both  the  public  and  private  sectors.  He  has 
been  a  senior  business  developer  and  commercial 
lending  officer  in  a  major  financial  institution,  worked  in  economic 
development  for  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  has  created  a  compre- 
hensive county  economic  development  agency 

Ingram  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  Thev  live  in  Foley  Ala. 
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GREGORY  SCOTT  PHILLIPS  '91  recently 
accepted  the  director  of  marketing  position  at 
Las  Vegas  Recovery  Center  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 

SCOTT  W.  OPENSHAW  '92,  '96  is  leav- 
ing the  executive  office  of  former  Florida 
Gov.  Jeb  Bush  to  be  the  director  of  com- 
munications for  the  Grocery  Manufacturers 
Association  in  Washington,  D.C.  Openshaw 
had  been  with  the  governor,  who  reached 
his  term  limit,  for  three  and  a  half  years. 

RONNIE  SANFORD  '92  has  assumed  leader- 
ship of  MIT  Enterprise  Forums  New  Venture 
Clinic.  Sanford  also  launched  the  clinics  first 
event  of  the  season. 

MITZIE  SOWELL  '93  recently  earned  his 
doctorate  in  curriculum  and  teaching  with  an 
emphasis  on  biology  education  from  Auburn 
University. 

KEVIN  '95  and  SELENA 
CLEARMAN  '95  announce 
the  May  10,  2006,  birth  of 
Sydney  Lane  Clearman. 

'95  and  his  wife, 
16,  2006,  birth  of 


DAVID  BATCHELOR  JR 

Christy,  announce  the  Jan. 
their  daughter,  Caitlyn  Rose 


9 
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KEVIN    PLAISANCE    '96 

and  his  wife,  Melissa, 
announce  the  Oct.  17,  2006, 
birth  of  their  son,  Zachary 
Zachary  is  welcomed  by  big 
brothers  Michael,  3,  and 
Nicholas,  2. 


MATTHEW  R.  TABOR  '96  announces  the  April 
30,  2006,  birth  of  his  daughter,  Emma  Ryan. 

GARY  THIEL  '96,  '98  has  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard.  Thiel  was  mobilized  to  active 
duty  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  is 
currently  the  chief  of  intelligence  for  USCG 
Sector  New  Orleans. 

KIRK  HUGGINS 

THOMPSON  '97,  '98  and  her 

husband,  Matt,  announce  the 
une  22,  2006,  birth  of  their 
son,      Asa      Bishop      "Ace" 
Thompson. 

SCOTT  EVERETT  WHITE  '97  and  his  wife, 
Laura,  recently  celebrated  the  third  birthday 
of  their  son  Miles  Everett  White  with  a  party 
at  their  home  in  Picayune. 

EMILY    NOBLE    GERMANY 

'98  and  her  husband,  Boyd, 
announce  the  Sept.  21,  2006, 
birth  of  their  son,  Robert 
Hayes  Germany.  Hayes  joins 
brother  Nobile,  half-brother 
Brodie  and  half-sister  Eva. 

KELLY  MCGILL  '98  is  currently  working  for 
the  Veteran  Affairs  Police  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
She  received  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Secretary's  Hero  Award  on  May  6,  2006,  for  Police 
Efforts  in  New  Orleans  during  Hurricane  Katrina. 

AMANDA   SMOOTS    DAVIS    '99   and   her 

husband,  Kevin,  announce  the  June  28,  2006, 


birth  of  their  daughter,  Megan  Jean  Davis. 
Megan  is  welcomed  by  her  big  brother,  Mason. 

ROBERT  T.  HESTER  JR.  '99  and  his  wife, 
Lela,  announce  the  July  27,  2006,  birth  of 
their  son,  Robert  Carter  Hester. 

2000s 

BILL  '00,  '01  and  EMILY 
JACKSON  '00,  '01  of  Nashville, 
Tenm,  brought  their  daughter, 
Cate,  to  her  first  Southern  Miss 
Homecoming  game.  Also  at  the 
game  was  Cate's  2-year-old 
cousin  Elizabeth.  Elizabeths 
parents  are  Johnny  and  STACY 
BUSBY  '90. 

JEREMIAH  "JERE"  W.  DANIELS  '01  gradu- 
ated from  Gooding  Institute  Nurse  Anesthesia 
School  on  Dec,  16,  2006.  He  and  his  wife, 
JENNIFER  '01,  reside  in  Canton,  Ga.,  with 
their  two  children. 

NEISHA   WALLACE   LEGGETT    01,    02 

and  her  husband,  Josh,  announce  the  Jan.  9, 
2006,  birth  of  their  son,  Jax  Wayne  Leggett. 

ERIN  WILLIAMSON 

SMITH    '01    and    BRETT 
CRAWFORD    SMITH     01 

recently  brought  their  son, 

Bryce  Crawford  Smith,  to  his 

first   Golden   Eagle    football 

game.  Bryce's  Golden  Eagle 

grandparents  are  Edward  A.  Williamson  '68 

and  Judy  McAlpin  Grimes  71. 


"Nice  Moove" 

Politics  are  all  about  name  recognition,  and  student 

Elsie  Granberry  capitalized  on  the  name  of  the  Borden 

Milk  Company's  trademark  cow,  "Elsie,"  during  her 

campaign.  (Southerner,  1967) 
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SHANA  LEANN 

BARNES  '02  married 
Jeffrey  Jay  Cotton  on  Oct. 
7,  2006,  at  Ash-Leah 
Manor  in  Hattiesburg. 
Shana  is  a  microbiology 
lb  technologist  at 
LabCorp  in  Houston, 
Texas,  and  Jeffrey  is  a 
barge  engineer  for  Rowan 
Companies. 

BEN  BULOT  '02  recently  started  DriveZebra. 
com,  an  innovative  program  that  can  help 
reduce  teen  auto  accidents  and  fatalities. 

PATTY   LABRANCHE   MCGRUDER    02 

recently  accepted  a  position  as  health 
education  program  manager  for  Spectrum 
Healthcare  Resources  Inc.  in  Abilene, 
Texas. 

KYLE  M.  '02,  and 
ADRIENNE  ROBICHAUX 
VANDERFORD  02 

^W  announce  the  Nov.  28, 
2006,  birth  of  their  son, 
Kaden  Marsh  Bandergord. 
Kyle  has  earned  a  masters  degree  masters 
degree  in  nursing  with  a  concentration  in 
nurse  anesthesia  from  Samford  University  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.  He  will  be  practicing  as  a 
certified  registered  nurse  anesthetist  at  St. 
Vincents  Hospital  and  other  area  facilities. 

JEFF  SPURLOCK  '05  was  selected  to  Troy 
University's  Chancellor's  Fellow  Program 
for  2007.  The  program  enables  quali- 
fied full-time  faculty  and  staff  to  develop 
increased  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  the  programs  and  operations  of  Troy 
University. 


In  Mem< 


ROSE  J.  BREITENBACH  35  of  Escanaba, 

Mich.,  died  Nov.  27,  2006. 

LIDA  FRANCES  GILLIAM  ROGERS  '38  o\ 

Hattiesburg  died  Nov.  26,  2006. 

GEORGE  WESTERFIELD  '39  of  Covington, 
Tenn.,  died  April  30,  2006. 

JULIA  B.  SHEPHERD  '40  of  Philadelphia, 
Miss.,  died  Dec.  23,  2006. 

MATTY    LYNN    SMITH    EVANS    '41    of 

Monroe,  La.,  died  Dec.  4,  2006. 


After  34  years  of  active  military  service  Maj. 
Gen.  Bill  Nance  was  not  ready  to  settle  inio 
retired  life  immediately. 

Instead,  Nance,  a  Jackson  native,  was  able  to 
put  his  experience  to  use  at  Cypress  International, 
a  defense  consulting  firm  based  in  Alexandria, 
Va.  Nance  serves  as  president  and  chief  operating 
officer,  a  position  he  has  held  since  2002. 

Nance   enlisted   in   the   Army   in    1968.    He 
attended  Officer  Candidate  School  after  he  completed  Advanced   Individual 
Training  and  was  commissioned  as  a  2nd  lieutenant  infantry  in  1969. 

After  serving  for  seven  years,  Nance  enrolled  in  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  in  1975  and  graduated  with  a  bachelors  degree  in  business  adminis- 
tration in  1979.  He  went  on  to  earn  his  master's  degree  of  business  administration 
from  Florida  Institute  of  Technology. 

Nance  served  in  a  number  of  important  roles  during  his  military  career.  His 
early  assignments  included  duties  as  a  rifle  company  platoon  leader,  reconnais- 
sance platoon  leader  and  battalion  assistant  operations  officer  in  Korea.  Nance 
twice  served  as  instructor  at  the  U.S.  Army  Infantry  School  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

As  a  captain,  he  served  as  a  communications  officer,  battalion  adjutant  and 
company  commander  in  the  3rd  Armored  Division.  He  also  completed  Airborne 
training  and  was  an  honor  graduate  of  the  Ranger  course. 

Throughout  his  career,  Nance  has  had  the  opportunity  to  leam  and  use  a 
number  of  weapon  systems,  including  the  Bradley  Fighting  Vehicle  TOW  missile 
subsystem  and  the  Army  Tactical  Missile  System. 

In  his  first  job  as  a  general,  Nance  served  for  two  years  as  the  deputy  com- 
mander of  the  U.S.  Army  Space  and  Strategic  Defense  Command.  From  1996  to 
1998,  he  served  as  the  Army's  program  executive  officer  for  tactical  missiles.  In 
this  position,  Nance  was  responsible  not  only  for  managing  many  complex  mis- 
sile programs,  but  also  for  creating  a  strategic  vision  that  would  guide  all  army 
tactical  missile  programs  through  the  Army's  transformation  process. 

In  1998,  Nance  became  program  director  and  program  executive  officer  for 
National  Missile  Defense.  After  inheriting  a  program  that  was  notorious  for  inad- 
equate funding  and  under  sharp  scrutiny  the  government  and  the  media,  Nance 
put  the  National  Missile  Defense  on  sound  footing  and  guided  it  to  dramatic 
successes. 

In  2001,  the  general  was  selected  the  first  program  executive  officer  for  the 
Ballistic  Missile  Defense  System.  Under  Nance's  leadership,  the  missile  defense 
program  continued  to  make  extraordinary  progress  toward  protecting  out  nation 
and  its  armed  forces. 

In  2002,  Nance  retired  from  the  Army. 

Nance  and  his  wife,  Jonnie,  have  four  children,  Eric,  Sherry,  Stacy  and  Kristie, 
The  couple  also  has  10  grandchildren. 


MARY      GRACE      JOHNSON      '44      of 

Philadelphia  died  Dec.  1,  2006. 

JAMES  M.  GUESS  '49  of  Madison  died  Nov. 
5,  2006. 

REECE   T.   HENINGER   '50   of  Frankfort, 
Ind.,  died  Oct.  31,  2006. 

JAMES  B.  MENASCO  SR.  '50  of  Shubuta 
died  Dec.  25,  2006. 

WILFORD  THOMAS  ROWAN  '50  of  Lake 
Park,  Fk.,  died  Jan.  11,  2007. 

HENRY  S.  PHILLIPS  JR.  '51  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Oct.  28,  2006. 


JOHNNY  S.   TILLMAN    51   of  Pascagoula 

died  Nov.  22,  2006. 

RAYMOND  GOMILLION    52  of  Meuirie. 
La.,  died  Oct.  26,  2006 

JULIAN  JONES  '53  of  Clearwater.  Fla..  died 
Nov.  10,  2006 

ALEX  L.  CASE  '54  of  Laurel  died  Nov.  S. 
2000. 

ALMA  SUE  CRAFT  MAIER  54  of  Aberdeen 
died  Nov.  19,  2006 

LOUIS  R.  THEOBALD  JR.  "55  ofVicksbwg 

died  Nov.  2o,  2006 
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DAVID  L.  WHITE  SR. 

'55  of  Clinton  died  Nov. 
16,  2006. 

HERBERT  D. 

SIMPSON       '56       of 

Metaine,  La.,  died  Jan. 
10,  2007. 

FRANCES  MARIE 
LEIGH  BRYANT  '57  of 

Hattiesburg  died  June 
12,  2006. 

JESSE  E.COLLINS '57 

of  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
died  Dec.  13,  2006. 

WANDA  O.  IRBY    57 

of  Panama  City,  Fla., 
died  Dec.  22,  2006. 

GUY  E.  WOODWARD 

SR.  '57  of  Long  Beach 
died  Oct.  6,  2006. 

MAMIE  D.  HUTCHINS 
RICKARD  '58  of  Gulfport 
died  Nov.  22,  2006. 

DONALD    C.    WEISS 

'58  of  Jackson  died 
Nov.  3,  2006. 

DOCK  BOWER  WALL  '59,  '62  of  Mantachie 
died  Jan.  12,  2007. 

MERCEDES  ROSADO  DAVIS    60,    63  of 

Brookhaven  died  Dec.  24,  2006. 

GARY  THOMAS  GUNTER    60  of  Tupelo 
died  Dec.  11,2006. 

DONALD    NELSON    FLETCHER    '61    of 

Oneonta,  N.Y.,  died  Nov.  20,  2006. 

EVELYN    VIRGINIA    STEWART    '61    of 

Quitman  died  Dec.  28,  2006. 

WALLACE  LEE  WALKER  II  '64  of  Metaine, 
La.,  died  Dec.  25,  2006. 

GLADYS  C.  HAVARD  '66  of  Monroe,  La., 
died  Oct.  23,  2006. 

CLAUDIA  MCQUEEN  TANNEHILL  '66  of 

Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  died  Nov.  12,  2006. 

PATRICIA  LYNN   "CALFEE"   CARANNA 
'67,  '77  of  Biloxi  died  July  7,  2006. 

DONALD  R.  "D.R."  DAVIS  '67  of  Poplarville 
died  Oct.  8,  2006. 


KENT  S.  FOSTER  '67  of  Port  Arthur,  Okla., 
died  Oct.  30,  2006. 

BLANCHE  AUDYINE  RANKIN  HOUSLEY 

'67  died  Dec.  12,  2006. 

DOUGLAS     "BUDDY"     MYERS     '68    of 

Huntersville,  N.C.,  died  Nov.  15,  2006. 

MILDRED    K.    PATTERSON    '68   of  Lake 
Providence,  La.,  died  Jan.  10,  2007. 

MARY    NELL    HALL   WEST    '68,    77    of 

Houston,  Texas,  died  April  2,  2006. 

KENT  S.  FOSTER  '69  of  Port  Arthur,  Okla., 
died  Oct.  30,  2006. 

FRANCES  B.  WAGES  '69  of  Brandon  died 
Nov.  11,2006. 

JOSEPH  R.  MERRITT  71  of  Colquitt,  Ga., 
died  Nov.  19,  2006. 

FRED  E.  WILLIAMS  71  of  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  died  Dec.  18,  2006. 

JOHN  ALBERT  BODRON  72  of  Meridian 
died  Dec.  18,  2006. 


\SSNOTES 


JEAN  LEBBERT  73  of  Hillsboro,  Ore.,  died 
Nov.  6,  2006. 

LYDIA   MARIE   SMITH   HUNTER   74   of 

Columbia,  Md.,  died  Oct.  19,  2006. 

RACHEL  MARIE  BALLARD  LAZARUS  75 

of  McComb  died  Nov.  24,  2006. 

MICHAEL  C.  LOONEY  77  of  Mandeville, 
La.,  died  Dec.  15,  2005. 

EMMA  E  DICKSON  '80  of  Bruce  died  Nov. 
18,  2006. 

LOREN  D.  HOOVER  '80  of  Beaverton,  Ore., 
died  Dec.  8,  2006. 

MARSHA  E  LAMBERT  '80  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Nov.  3,  2006. 

RENICK  N.  MCGUIRE  '81  of  Biloxi  died 
Oct.  23,  2006. 

W.  MORRIS  GATLIN  JR.  '83  of  McComb 
died  Dec.  8,  2006. 

SHAUN  R.  THOMAS  '83  of  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  15,  2006. 

ROBERT  A.  HEMMINGER  '86  of  Woodbine, 
Ga.,  died  Dec.  29,2006. 

RICHARD     PAUL     SWANSON      88     of 

Dtamondhead  died  Sept.  14,  2006. 

SHANON      "LANA"      ADAMS      95     of 

Brookhaven  died  Dec.  15,  2006. 

CHERYL  K.  STILES  '97  of  McComb  died 
Nov.  16,  2006. 

KEVIN  D.  REID  '99  of  Jackson  died  Nov. 
9,  2006. 

CHARLES  CHRISTOPHER  RYALS    03  of 

Pascagoula  died  Sept.  17,  2005. 

K.W.   ATWOOD  of  Sumrall   died   Nov.   6, 
2006. 

MONICA   ANNETTE    ISAAC   of   Summit 
died  Dec.  6,  2006. 

CHRISTINE  WARE  MOORE  of  Lena  died 
Dec.  9,  2006. 

JEREMY  L.  ROBERTS  of  Petal  died  Nov,  8, 
2006. 


A  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
Frank  Brown  '63  turned  to  a  career  in  higher 
education  following  work  in  private  industry  for 
several  years.  Today,  he  is  president  of  Columbus 
State  University  in  Georgia. 

Since  his  appointment  in  1988,  Brown  has 
guided  the  college  through  unprecedented 
growth.  Under  his  leadership,  the  college  became 
Columbus  State  University  and  now  offers  more 
than  50  undergraduate  programs  and  more  than  35  masters  or  specialist  programs. 
He  leads  a  staff  and  faculty  of  more  than  600  and  a  student  population  of  7,500. 

Brown  graduated  from  Flomaton  High  School  in  Flomaton,  Ala.,  a  town  of  less 
than  2,000  people  on  the  southern  border  of  the  state.  His  higher  education  career 
began  with  an  associate  degree  in  business  administration  from  Northwest  Mississippi 
Community  College.  He  then  went  on  to  Southern  Miss,  where  he  earned  his  bache- 
lor's in  business  administration.  After  working  in  private  industry  for  several  years  and 
meeting  and  marrying  the  former  Jo  Ann  Nichols  of  Bessemer,  Ala.,  he  went  to  the 
University  of  Alabama  for  his  Master  of  Business  Administration.  After  completing  his 
master's  degree,  he  went  to  work  for  IBM  as  a  systems  engineer  /  marketing  represen- 
tative for  three  years.  He  left  that  career  to  go  back  to  school  and  earned  his  doctorate 
in  higher  education  administration  from  Florida  State  University  in  1974. 

From  there,  Brown  went  to  the  Alabama  Commission  on  Higher  Education 
in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  where  he  served  as  associate  executive  director.  He  stayed 
there  until  1978  when  he  went  to  the  University  of  Houston,  University  Park,  in 
Texas.  Initially,  he  was  assistant  vice  chancellor  for  finance  and  operations  and 
then  was  appointed  interim  vice  chancellor  in  1980. 

The  following  year,  Columbus  College  brought  him  to  Columbus  as  the  young 
college's  new  vice  president  for  business  and  finance.  He  was  also  appointed  asso- 
ciate professor  of  management. 

Brown  is  a  tireless  volunteer,  as  evidenced  by  his  being  named  1994  s  Volunteer 
of  the  Year  by  the  Lung  Association  of  Georgia.  He  has  been  active  in  many  chic 
organizations,  including  serving  on  the  boards,  or  as  an  officer,  of  the  American 
Lung  Association,  American  Red  Cross,  Association  of  the  United  States  Army, 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Columbus,  Georgia  Council  on  Economic  Education,  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Columbus,  United  Way,  the  Columbus  Symphony,  the  Greater 
Columbus  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

The  Browns,  Frank  and  Jo  Ann,  live  in  Fortson,  Ga.  They  have  two  grown 
children,  April  and  Jay  and  one  grandchild. 


Herschel  Shattles  '50 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  Southern  Miss  Athleucs  lost 
one  of  their  oldest  cheerleaders  on  Dec.  9.  2006,  when  lifelong  supponer 
Herschel  Shattles  '50  died  from  complications  related  to  Alzheimer's  disease. 
For  decades  Shattles  has  been  integral  in  the  advancement  of  Southern 
Miss  Athletics.  According  to  Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannini.  Shattles 
was  so  supportive  of  athletics  that  he  was  a  Circle  of  Champions  mem- 
ber before  the  group  was  even  formed.  While  his  financial  contributions 
have  exponentially  helped  the  University,  it  is  his  physical  support  that 
endears  him  to  generations  of  alumni 
Shattles'  love  of  Golden  Eagle  Athletics  was  not  limited  to  one  sport;  coaches  across 
the  University  had  only  positive  words  and  memories  of  him.  Football  coach  Jeff  Bower 
credits  Shattles  with  being  instrumental  in  the  program's  rise,  and  baseball  coach  Corkv 
Palmer  credits  him  with  popularizing  tailgating  in  "The  Roost." 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth;  son,  Michael;  daughter,  Sandra  Peebles;  four 
grandchildren;  and  three  great-grandchildren. 


WINTER 
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MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


plokSviJirS 


jostens\ 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 

information,  call  888.712.5083. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 

more  information,  call  800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF 


American 

Insurance 


DiplomaDisplay" 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical 
Insurance.  Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance. 
com/AIA/SouthernMiss  or  call  800.922.1245. 


MBHK 


MBNA" 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard"  credit  card  now  conveniently  avail- 
able to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call  866. 
GETMBNA  for  details  about  the  costs  and  terms 
of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


MegaGate~ 

broadband 

MegaGate  Broadband 

Megagate  Broadband  is  the  preferred  Internet 
provider  lor  Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  use 
SouthemMiss.net  as  your  gateway  to  the  web, 
call  601.450.5000. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  800.422.4100. 

ESF 

Education  Services 
foundation 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  Loan  Consolidation.  For  more  infor- 
mation, go  to  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  or 
call  866.542.8033. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

OJtcwI  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  to  order,  call  866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 


0tmm//@%S 
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Vimwatt  -bJ  tii 'i '///H/  and  framing 

Printing  and  Framing.  For  more  information, 
call  1.866.418.0320. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organising  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  informa- 
tion on  upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013. 


tabl 


3720  [lardy  Street 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
39402 


tliekitchentable@comcasl.nei 


Sharing  the  Culinary  Art  of  Entertaining 
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urrent     lumni    etail     iscounts 


SOUTHERN 
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www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  C.A.R.D.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.   By  presenting 

either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

Classic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Hawthorn  Suites 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

j&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

Nick  Crechales 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Primerica  /  Ken  Sheil 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises  LLC 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

Touchstone  Dental  Care 

University  Florist 

Villies  Restaurant 


10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  / 10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1  off  game  day  party  subs 


A     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 
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THE  TALON 


HalUesburg'sinbloom 

with  music,  magic  and  art 


Tango  Valentino 

Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra 

February  14 

Arts  Heritage  Festival 

of  South  Mississippi 

March  31 


Charley  Pride 

Country  music  legend 

March  31 

The  Pendragons 

Spectacular  magic  and  illusion 

April  15 


Spring  Art  Walk 

Historic  Downtown 

April  21 


I.866.4-HATT1E  •  vlsithattie.com 


<u/ay  a>//tf friends 


gmwijfi 


Make  a  Permanent  Connection 
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Association  for  him  Southern  Miss 

payment  on  the  m  pd  Gn  his  immediate 

responsibiW;es  o  *e  ma  mater 

see*ebeS  ,nk  to  Southern  Miss  bv 

becoming  a  lit  oU  for  a  nu  Southern 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


